
  



 2 

 
TWELVE STEPS TO CHRISTIAN MATURITY 

 

Copyright © 2018  by Hope Builders Ministries, Inc. 
Revised Edition 2021 

Go to: www.hopebuildersministries.com 
 

To contact Hope Builders Ministries for comments and/or speaking 
engagements please email HBM at info@hbmin.org. 

 
 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations in this text are taken from 
The New King James Version. Copyright ã 1979, 1980, 1982 by Thomas 
Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 
  

 
 

Hope Builders Ministries 

 P.O.Box 317 
 Greenwood, VA 22943 

 (434) 964-1032 
 
*Twelve Steps to Maturity originally called “Learning to be a 
Christian© 2015” written by Dr. Daniel R. Carfrey, 2015, used with 
permission. 
 
  



 3 

Table of Contents 
 

Book Cover 

Introduction to Disciple Makers Program 

Lesson 1:   Becoming a Christian: Our Sinful Condition 

Lesson 2:   Becoming a Christian: Our Need of a Savior 

Lesson 3:   Becoming a Christian: God’s Requirement to be Saved 

Lesson 4:   Becoming Christ’s Disciple: The First Step, Water Baptism 

Lesson 5:   Becoming Christ’s Disciple: The Role of the Church  

Lesson 6:   Becoming Christ’s Disciple: Daily Fellowship with God  

Lesson 7:   Becoming Like Christ: Christ’s New Life and Nature 

Lesson 8:   Becoming Like Christ: Christ’s Spiritual Baptism 

Lesson 9:   Becoming Like Christ: Christ’s Threefold Cleansing 

Lesson 10: Becoming a Christ’s Disciple-Maker: His Servant 

Lesson 11: Becoming a Christ’s Disciple-Maker: His Priest 

Lesson 12: Becoming a Christ’s Disciple-Maker: His Ambassador 

Appendix 

HISTORY: The Gospel is His Story 

The Necessary Work of God in Bringing Men to Salvation 

Hope Builders Ministries thanks Dr. Daniel Carfrey for permission to use 
his material “Learning to be a Christian” as the primary source of this 
bible-based material you are about to study and incorporate into your 
life and the lives of others as you cooperate with the Holy Spirit to 
“make disciples.”  
 
"That you may walk worthy of the Lord…giving thanks to the Father who 
has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the 
light. He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us 
into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins."  Colossians 1:10-14 
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BOOK COVER 
 
 
This is what is symbolizedby the Logo on the bookcover: 

1. The whole logo indicates movement and life that comes from 
God’s Word (Bible) as confirmed on the cross that is the 
reconciliation point between God and man. 

2. The texts: John 3:16. The love of God for us is the driving force 
behind the Word (Jesus) that became flesh (Jn.1:14) and that 
causes the life changing victory to be obedient to the command 
to make disciples (Mt.28:19). 

3. The Bible (in middle) is central in this movement being the Word 
of God and by this the best source to guide every disciple to 
experience the new life in Christ. The Cross (in middle) is the 
historic focal and departure point for man to be reconciled with 
God. (Col.1:20; 2 Cor.5:18) 

4. The symbolism in the atom where the neutrons circle all the time 
around the nucleus points to the energy that comes from the 
center (Cross and Bible). The activity and energy proceed from 
darker at the bottom to light at the top to show that this new life 
brings light (Jn.8:12). It covers the whole of creation. Nothing and 
no one is excluded (2 Cor.5:19). 

5. The 3 circles in the middle symbolize the disciples at the cross. 
There were 3 leading disciples (Peter, James and John) and 12 in 
total. The paths of the atoms symbolize the movement outwards 
(Ezekiel 1 and 10). This leads to the principal that everyone 
produces three and it never stops. 
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INTRODUCTION TO HBM DISCIPLE MAKERS PROGRAM 
 

The book you are about to read and study has blessed many 
thousands of believers in Jesus Christ around the world from the USA to 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Mozambique, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo in Africa to India, Pakistan and Bangladesh in Asia. These in turn 
have led many more thousands to receive eternal life through faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Believers have been equip, encouraged and empowered to 
make disciples of everyone they meet, everywhere they go, every day to 
the end of time. This is exactly what the Lord Jesus Christ wants His 
followers to do. That is to “follow Him.” To follow Jesus is to be like 
Jesus and pour yourself into others and help them to also “look like 
Jesus.”  

For more information about the vision and mission of Hope 
Builders Ministries to rapidly make disciples for Jesus Christ visit 
https://hbmin.org and also download the Hope Builders Disciple-Makers 
phone app from your app store. 

 
The Hope Builders Disciple-Makers Program is a Movement 

that helps any disciple to be ACTIVATED as a Christian who lives a life of 
making disciples through words, actions and lifestyle. The books used in 
the Disciple Maker Program (DMP) are EMPOWERMENT tools to help 
the disciple use the Bible in his lifestyle of sharing the Gospel. 
The principal of this Program:  WHAT YOU GET, YOU SHARE.  
 
Freely you have received, freely give (share) (Mt.10:8) (Act.2:46). 
 
It doesn’t matter if it is an individual “everyday” Christian or church 
leadership or a whole congregation of believers. This program is 
designed to help every individual believer to be obedient to Jesus’ Great 
Commission to make disciples. 
 
The Disciple Makers Program uses the principal of one Disciple-Maker 
activating three Disciples for Christ who will do the same. It is a matter 
of obedience to God who uses His children to reach into their family, 
school, neighborhood, church and place of work to find three people to 
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activate as full-time disciple makers for Christ. This can become a major 
part of the Christian way of life. 
 
That is, you win others to Christ and then train/disciple them to follow 
Christ as you follow Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1). 
 

Enjoy new life. 
"That they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that 
they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent 
Me."  John 17:21 
 
HBM’s mission is to “Rapidly Win Communities to Christ through 
Indigenous Disciple Making.” This is an obedient response to the last 
command that Jesus gave to His Apostles and through them to all 
believers before He ascended to the righthand of the Father. This 
commandment was to “make disciples” of everyone, everywhere, all the 
time until the end of time” (Matthew 28:18-20).  He has given all believers 
His authority (Matthew 28:18) and His ability (Acts 1:8) to fulfill this Great 
Commission. 
 
The One-Two-three to the fourth-generation model 
Jesus said that the “harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few. 
Therefore, ask the LORD of the Harvest to provide workmen.” Today 
many people are “hearing” the Gospel but few are being “harvested.” On 
the one hand there is great blessing as many people hear and believe the 
message of eternal life salvation, but it also exposes a big problem. The 
Church is not prepared to receive the increasing number of converts and 
develop them into disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus’ mandate for disciples to make disciples is the answer to the 
blessing of the many converts coming to Christ.  
 
This strategy has great potential as the leaders of a church intentionally 
train their fellow leaders and through them the whole congregation and 
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the community around them to be converted and made into Disciples of 
Christ. 
 
Strategic Principle: Multiplication 
Based on many years of ministry in the mission fields of rural Africa and 
more recently in Asia, Hope Builders Ministries has proposed the 
establishment of the Disciple Makers program illustrated below. It is 
based upon three partnering principles seen in the New Testament. The 
first is the “two by two” principle of ministry found in Mark 6:7 and Luke 
10:1. The second is the “one on three” principle of disciple making as 
illustrated by Jesus’ three closest disciples, Peter, James and John. And 
the third principle is found in 2 Timothy 2:2 illustrating the “multiplying 
of disciples to the fourth generation.” 
 
Jesus is our Example 
Jesus had three intimate 
dis-ciples, Peter, James 
and John.  With them He 
had 9 others. With these 
12 He multiplied Himself 
and saturated the world 
with His Good News of Eternal Life. Each believer in the Lord Jesus Christ 
is called to and commanded to “make disciples.”  If each believer would 
make THREE disciples who “follow me as I follow Christ,” imagine the 
impact this would have on the world! The exponential growth of One on 
Three disciple making to the 21st generations over TEN BILLION people. 

The way the Lord Jesus started and grew His ministry on earth 
was to PRAY that He would find people who would be ready to follow Him 
faithfully (Luke 6:12-19). After PRAYER He chose twelve men to be His 
Apostles. Their training was particular and practical – as they walked with 
him daily He would teach them using examples explain to them the 
Gospel of the Kingdom of God they were to proclaim to Israel. Not only 
did He give them the “message” but He also taught them to evangelize 
according to a pattern or method.  
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Although Jesus had many disciple, he chose twelve to be his 
apostles and of these He had three, Peter, James and John, that He 
invested most of His time. He took them with him when he went to raise 
Jairus’ daughter from the dead, when he went on the mount of 
transfiguration, when he was in Gethsemane praying before He was 
arrested. At each of these places they saw and learned many things that 
the other disciples did not see or hear. Who do you think told the other 
nine what had happened? Now, if each of them MENTORED three of the 
other nine you will see that there is a pattern that totals 12 (3 + 9 = 12). 
This is the 1-3 Strategy. 
 
Strategic Plan, “Two by Two” Partners  
“How do I begin?” Find a committed partner who desires to continually 
grow in Christ and to fulfill Christ’s mandate to make other disciples. 
Commit to spending at least an hour together each week to equip, 
encourage and empower one another. Ask each other the following 
questions and begin to systematically study the Word together. This will 
help you to focus on the purpose of multiplying disciples as you meet 
together.  
 
Question 1: “What have you read or learned this past week from  God’s 
Word? 
Question 2: “How has God answered your prayers this week?”   
Question 3: “What can I pray or praise God with you for.”  
Question 4:  “Let us pray together asking God to show us our three 
disciples.”  
 
Be systematic and purposeful in studying the Word of God together. 
Begin with the two HBM DMP manuals, “Twelve Steps to Christian 
Maturity” (Learning to be a Christian) and “Christian Faith Principles 
Defined” (Walking with Jesus). Then begin to study the Bible together 
beginning with the Gospel of John. Read the Scriptures together and 
discover the timeless truths that you can apply to your daily Christian life.  
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“One on Three”  
Disciple Making: Having prayed be looking for three others whom you can 
personally disciple in the faith. These disciples are followers and 
committed to be trained. They will commit to spending one hour per 
week with you, the mentor (together or separately as need demands). 
This is both a structured and a practical time of training. The Discipler will 
bring them the Gospel (Go) and when they believe the Gospel and are 
saved they will be identified publicly with Christ’s church through water 
baptism and then he will “teach them to DO” all that Jesus has 
commanded through His written Word. The disciples will be taught the 
truth (facts) and the practical application of these truths in their everyday 
life with Christ. They will learn the “substance” of their faith (The Word 
of God) and experience the “evidence” of faith as they learn to live out 
the faith of Jesus Christ, pleasing God and being rewarded by Him 
(Hebrews 11:1, 6).  
 
To the Fourth Generation”  
In 2 Timothy 2:2 Paul tells his son in the faith, Timothy, to entrust what 
he has learned from Paul to faithful men who will be able to teach others 
also. Paul said, “Follow me as I follow Christ.” We are to be imitators of 
Christ Jesus. This is what a Christian is, a disciple of Christ, a picture of 
Christ. The disciple who imitates Jesus makes three disciples who each 
make three disciples who do the same.  
 

1 plus 3 x 3 x 3 = 40 
Four Generations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOU 
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IMPLEMENTATION: A Disciple, going two by two, each making three 
disciples, to the fourth generation (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 

The best way to implement this in the local church is for the 
pastor to introduce this strategy to 3 or 4 of the leading members of the 
church, for example, an elder, a deacon, a worship leader and definitely 
his wife. This is for men and women because Christ’s disciples include 
every believer.  The pastor mentors the key leaders on a weekly basis 
using the HBM DMP (Hope Builders Ministries Disciple Makers Program), 
so that they in turn can mentor others in the church. Throughout the first 
DMP book/12 lessons these newly trained disciples will be challenged to 
be committed disciples of Christ, praying for guidance from the Holy Spirit 
as they seek and reach out to make other disciples. While these disciples 
are making new disciples they will continue in the second part of the 
Disciple Makers Program with their “disciple maker.” This will help the 
pastor “coach” and “mentor” his leaders as they are training others who 
do the same in the coming multi-generational growth (2 Timothy 2:2, 
“Paul, Timothy, faithful men and others also”). Disciple-makers will 
continue to make disciples until Jesus returns or calls them home. 

The “1 on 3” strategy will begin to multiply exponentially as 
believers in the church begin to reach out to their families, neighbors and 
co-workers with an invitation to learn some exciting Bible Truths that 
they can in turn share with others. People will be saved as believers in 
the church begin to lead others to Christ. In this way, entire communities 
can be reached effectively and rapidly. There will be more baptisms as 
new disciples commit to Christ. The Church will grow spiritually and 
numerically. And Christ will be glorified as HE builds His Church.  

In some places, especially rural communities, there may not yet 
be an evangelical, Bible following church – HBM encourages Disciple 
Makers, working with their local church, to establish relationships in 
these communities using the One on Three Disciple Making Strategy and 
start new churches where they can grow in faith through the teaching of 
the Word, fellowship, worshiping Christ and prayer (Acts 2:42). This will 
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take the Gospel beyond the boundaries of the local congregation growing 
new churches in places where no bible-based witness exists. 
 
Lead by Example 

Ephesians 4:11 tell us that Jesus Christ Himself gave “SOME” 
gifted men to the local church (Ephesians 4:11). Not everyone is “called” 
to be one of the “some” who are to “equip” the local church. All can be 
equipped to share the Gospel and all are called to be disciples who make 
other disciples. The purpose of the “gifted men” described in Ephesians 
4 is to “equip the saints (all believers) to DO the work of the MINISTRY…” 
(4:12ff).  Ministry is the same word as “deacon.” It means to serve. 
Disciples of Christ are to be servants of the Lord Jesus Christ and others. 
Pastors and leaders in the church must be the examples in their local 
church that “making disciples” is to be a way of life. It is the practice of 
disciples of Christ to duplicate themselves in others making more 
disciples. Pastors and leaders demonstrate this by doing it. It is NOT A 
PROGRAM. It is the Christian way of life.  

Hope Builders Ministries believe that obedience to the Great 
Commission and following this tried and tested mentoring method (Jesus’ 
recorded method) is a recipe for success and a means to rapidly saturate 
the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ and make many disciples 
(mature believers) to join Him in His coming Kingdom.  This is what Jesus 
meant when He said, “I will build My Church.” 

Christians equipped and inspired to reach, guide and disciple 
neighbors, peers and family into a growing faith relationship with Jesus 
first as personal Savior and then  as their Lord is what is needed to combat 
the “slump” in the moral, ethical and spiritual stature in the Church. It 
can also help reverse the numerical decline in the church, especially in 
the West, and grow the church with maturing believers who look like 
Jesus. It is God’s desire for everyone to be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the Truth (1 Timothy 2:4). He is not willing that any should 
perish (2 Peter 3:9). Let us Go and Make Disciples as the Lord has 
commanded (Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21), 
advancing the Gospel to all the world (Romans 16:25-27). 
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Hope Builders Ministries has adopted the model described above 
because it follows the PATTERN discerned from the Scriptures that our 
calling is based on – The Great Commission in Matthew 28:19, 20 and the 
multiplication inherent in 2 Timothy 2:2.  

The Disciple Makers Program is 26 weekly study-lessons (6 
months) in foundational Christian truths found in the Bible that are to be 
taught in a ONE on THREE small group setting called the “ONE-TWO-
THREE-FOUR” strategy in the context of the Local Church. The study 
comes in two parts. First the “12 Steps to Christian Maturity” and then 
“Christian Faith Principles Defined.” These two simple studies will walk a 
person through basic Christian principles of salvation by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ alone and how to live the Christian life by the grace 
of God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. You can know you have 
eternal life and learn to live the Christian Life victoriously to the glory of 
Christ and future glory with Christ. 

Here is an illustration someone told concerning the North Pole 
that speaks to the vision of Hope Builders Ministries to saturate the world 
with rapidly multiplying disciples for Christ. 

 
“At the North Pole is a huge cap of ice on which the snow keeps building 
up. Scientists tell us that if it were ever to melt much of the world would 
be covered with water. Everyday Christians might be called “God’s 
frozen assets.” If they were all melted before God and warmed to His 
vision, His purpose, His goal, His strategy, “the earth would be filled the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” Herb Hodges 

 
May the Lord Jesus Christ, the Greatest Disciple Maker, bless 

you as you follow His command to “make disciples of everybody, 
everywhere, all the time to the end of time.” 
 
Hope Builders Ministries 
The HBM Team 
HBMin.org/team 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE TWELVE STEPS TO CHRISTIAN MATURITY 
 

A Christians begins the process of maturing by first “becoming a 
Christian.” The first 3 lessons, part one of the HBM DMP, introduces 
people to the Gospel of the LORD Jesus Christ. The first foundation stone 
needed to become a mature Christian is Eternal Life Salvation. “You must 
be born again.” These first three lessons help someone discover “how to 
become a Christian,” (1) by realizing everyone is a sinner under the wrath 
of God and facing the Second Death (eternal separation from God), (2) by 
understanding that the LORD Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for the 
sinner to be saved from His wrath and that (3) the sinner must believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ to be forgiven of his sins and receive eternal life.  
This is truly “Good News!” This is also what so many believers need to be 
assured of. They need to know that they have, right now and for all 
eternity, eternal life in Jesus Christ. 
 

Part two of the TSCM answers the question “How do I become 
Christ’s disciple?” These three lessons teach the new believer about some 
basic commitments that he must make. First there is his public 
identification with Christ through water baptism. Second, a disciple of 
Christ must identify with their new family of fellow believers in Christ so 
he can grow in a healthy environment.  And third, the new believer must 
pursue a relationship with God through the Word of God and prayer in 
order to grow to maturity. All believers need to have daily fellowship with 
God. Each of these three “steps” takes commitment on the part of the 
new believer. These baby steps are foundational to growing in Christ, just 
as crawling is to a baby learning to walk.  
 

Part three digs into the three foundational truths the believer 
must KNOW in order to grow to maturity, that is, to be like Christ. First 
the believer must know that the New Righteous Life of Christ and His very 
Nature have been given to the believer. The Old Adam Nature no longer 
dominates the believer. The Christian can live a righteous life. But this 
truth raises a question, why am I still sinning? How do I break these old 
sinful desires and habits? The next lessons answers this. Our spiritual 
baptism by Christ is the means by which the believer can break free from 
addicting sin. And then the believer must know about the Threefold 
Cleansing provided by our LORD’s sacrifice on Calvary. This Cleansing by 
His precious blood Saves us “once for all,” it provides the means for 
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continual fellowship with God and it cleanses our minds from “guilt” 
when we do sin. These three truths reveal our Position in Christ whereby 
we stand by faith and become more and more like Christ. 
 

Part four teaches the Disciple of Christ to be like Christ and make 
disciples. The last three lessons describe the disciple making Christian. 
First he is Christ’s Servant. A Servant of Christ sacrifices himself to Christ. 
He has no rights of his own. He belongs solely to Christ.  

 
Secondly a disciple maker is a fellow Priest with Christ. This is a 

special calling to all believers to be fellow priests with Christ, the High 
Priest. Priests offer spiritual sacrifices to God, as well as minister to his 
fellow man on earth through the Word and prayer.  

 
Finally, Christ’s disciple maker is an Ambassador for Christ. All 

believers have been commissioned by Christ to represent Him on earth 
until His return as KING of Kings and LORD of Lords. This representation 
is the proclamation of the Gospel, the Good News of eternal life salvation 
by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. There is an urgency in this commission. 
People need the LORD and Christ’s Ambassadors are the messengers 
bringing this good news to all men. 
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Part One: BECOMING A CHRISTIAN 
Lesson 1: Our Sinful Condition 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Memorize this verse during your study this week. 
Romans 3:23 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
 
The Bible, God’s written Word, is a collection of sixty-six books, revealed 
to man by God the Holy Spirit, and divided into the Old and New 
Testaments.  This Book of books tells mankind specifically who the One 
True God is, creator of the heavens and earth and what He demands of 
everyone to be saved from their sins against Him. A Christian is a believer 
in the One True God and a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. These lessons 
will explain how YOU can become a Christian, a follower of Christ Jesus.   
 
First, you must realize that you are a sinner. 
 
What is written in this verse is the basis for the title of this lesson, “Our 
Sinful Condition.” 
We will explain in this lesson what is meant by the words “all have 
sinned.”  
 
A.  OUR FAILURE 

 
We all fail God’s purpose in creating us.  That’s what the word “sin” 
means.  The Hebrew word for sin in the Old Testament means “to miss the 
mark.”  It was used to describe the marksmanship of soldiers.  In other 
words, the basic meaning of the word “sin” means to fail to hit the target 
of how God says we should live.  And we fail our Creator in two basic ways. 
 

1.  Sins of Omission 
 

There are a lot of good things people say and do.  But God 
created us all different and unique in order to do that which 
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is good in His sight.  We should therefore be seeking to know 
God’s will for us.  After all, it is He who created us in our 
mother’s womb.  But instead, we depart from God’s way, to 
go our own way.  At that point, we become “unprofitable” in 
the sight of God.  We sin in the sense of omitting from our 
lives the good that God would have us do from day-to-day. 
 

"As it is written: "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NO, NOT ONE; THERE IS 
NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS; THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS AFTER GOD. 
THEY HAVE ALL TURNED ASIDE; THEY HAVE TOGETHER BECOME 
UNPROFITABLE; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, NO, NOT 
ONE.""  Rom 3:10-12 
 

2.  Sins of Commission 
 
A second type of failure is in committing things that are 
actually harmful. The apostle Paul cites God’s opinion of all 
mankind from the Old Testament.  He notes that God has 
declared hundreds of years before that He sees man as a 
sinner from his head to his toe.  Paul begins with the mouth 
of man in what he says. 
 

""THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN TOMB; WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY 
HAVE PRACTICED DECEIT"; "THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR 
LIPS"; "WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS.""  Rom 
3:13-14  
 
Note the words “throat” [or larynx, voice box], “tongues and lips” [with 
which we form words], and “mouth.”  Note also God’s description of 
how we use our mouths many times; disgusting [open tomb], untruthful 
[deceit], harmful [poison of asps], belittling of others [cursing] and harsh 
[bitterness]. 
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Paul then notes how we at times carry out our sinful thoughts and desires 
in what we do with our bodies, from head-to-toe, by way of harm to 
others.   
 
""THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD; DESTRUCTION AND MISERY 
ARE IN THEIR WAYS; AND THE WAY OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT 
KNOWN." "THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES.""  Rom 
3:15-18  
 
And it does not matter if we were determined to change our ways and 
keep God’s moral laws perfectly.  For the fact is, we are already guilty.  
The purpose of the Law is to keep us from further sin.   
 
"Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are 
under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law no 
flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin."  Rom 3:19-20  
 
LET’S TALK ABOUT IT 
What are the two categories of sin? 
What are some of things God wants us to do that we DON’T do?  
What are the things we do and we should not? 
 
 

B.  THE EXTENT OF SIN 
 

While all sin is a failure to live up to God’s standard for us as His creation, 
there are different extents to which man sins.  There are sins of the heart 
and mind only.  These are sins in terms of having bad desires, thoughts, 
and attitudes.  When they first enter our minds, we are not yet guilty of 
sin.  But when we yield to the temptation to dwell on them in our minds, 
and are enticed by them, we become guilty of sin in the sight of God.   
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"Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God 
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But 
each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and 
enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 
when it is full-grown, brings forth death."  James 1:13-15  
 
When we actually carry out our sinful desires and thoughts in what we 
say and do, our failure is extended to a higher level or degree of harm.  
These are called sins of transgression, because we “cross the line” so-to-
speak in the breaking of God’s moral law.  Transgressions are indications 
or signs of outright rebellion against God.   
 
Psalm 5:10 Make them bear their guilt, O God; let them fall by their own 
counsels; because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them 
out, for they have rebelled against you.  
  
There is a third and even more serious amount of harm transgressions can 
cause.  These are sins of iniquity.  These sins are described as being 
wicked, evil, and an abomination in the sight of God, because they are 
very destructive to society.   
 
When David, King of Israel, sinned in committing adultery with another 
man’s wife, and then tried to cover up what he had done by conspiring 
(devising) to have her husband killed in battle, he confessed to God that 
he committed sin to the fullest extent.   
 
"Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; 
According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me 
from my sin."  Psalms 51:1-2 

 
What three words did David use to describe his 

disobedience to God? 
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God ordained human government to prevent or hold back man from 
carrying out his sinful thoughts and desires in doing that which is evil, or 
harmful, to society.   
 
  "Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are 
appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the 
ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on 
themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do 
you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you 
will have praise from the same. For he is God's minister to you for 
good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in 
vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who 
practices evil."  Romans 13:1-4,  
 
Regardless of the extent to which we sin, the truth is that we have all 
sinned; and God hates all sin.  Which leads us to the next truth revealed 
in the Bible.  And that is. . . 
 
C.  THE CONSEQUENCES or RESULTS OF SIN 
 

Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death . . . 
 
There are two DEATHS spoken of in the Bible. They are: 
 

1. The 1st Death 
 

Did you know that the Bible informs man as to why we all die?  It started 
with the first man created. 
 
"Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death 
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—
"  Romans 5:12 
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The first man was named Adam, because God created his body from the 
topsoil of the ground, which in the Hebrew language is the word adamah.  
God in His goodness placed Adam in a beautiful garden, and told him he 
could eat of the fruit of every tree except for one.  The forbidden tree was 
called the tree of the “knowledge of good and evil.”  This is due to the fact 
that, if Adam partook, his mind would then become capable of creating 
his own ideas of right and wrong, contrary to what God says is right and 
wrong.  God warned Adam to not partake of this tree, upon penalty of 
death.   
 
*If you would like to read the biblical account of this, read Genesis 
,chapters One and Two in the Old Testament. 
  
Sad to say, Adam disobeyed God’s command and suffered the result of 
his disobedience in death.  And so do we, because we are all descended 
from Adam by birth, and because we inherit by birth his flesh and his 
nature or inclination to disobey God.  This is why children do not have to 
be taught to be “bad” but they do have to be taught to be “good.” 
 
God created us as intelligent beings with the ability to make decisions for 
ourselves.  He did so that we might voluntarily recognize God’s goodness 
and worthiness to be worshipped and obeyed.  He did not create us with 
this ability so that we could rebel against our Creator. Therefore, another 
reason we all die is because we voluntarily use the free will God created 
us with to then carry out these sinful desires inherited from Adam.  We 
all carry out those desires through the members of our body contrary to 
the command of God.   
 
In death, the human spirit - which comes from God as the body is being 
formed in the womb of a mother - departs.  The body is no longer able to 
carry out into deeds our sinful thoughts and desires.  The body returns to 
the ground from which it is made.  None of us want to die, and death 
causes great sorrow of heart for those left behind.  But as bad as physical 
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death is, the Bible warns us that there is another death yet to come that 
is even worse! 
 

2.  The 2nd Death  
 
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness,"  Romans 1:18 
 
No king on earth would tolerate deliberate disobedience to his command.  
Toleration of disobedience only encourages others to disobey.  How much 
more does God, the supreme king of heaven not tolerate sin.  No wonder 
man wants to hold such knowledge “down” in his mind and not think 
about it.  But like it or not, God has revealed the day of His wrath upon all 
sin is sure to come.  Man may think he is getting by, but God has revealed 
through His prophets that He has set a day in which He will judge all 
mankind for what they have done in their body while living on the earth.   
 
"And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment,"  Hebrews 9:27 
 
Just think, if we all die because one man sinned only once, what do you 
think would happen to us if we were condemned by God for all the sins 
we commit; both sins of omission and sins of commission.  We will die a 
second death.  Only this time, the death will be of a different nature and 
much worse.  Much worse because... 
 

• It will involve being cast into the lake of fire.   
 
"Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and 
books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book 
of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things 
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which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in 
it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And 
they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and 
Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And 
anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of 
fire."  Revelation 20:11-15  
 

• It will involve conscious suffering.   
 

"And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But 
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell."  Matthew 10:28 
 

• And it will never end.   
 

"He himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be 
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels 
and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment 
ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who 
worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his 
name.""  Revelation 14:10-11 
CONCLUSION 
If the Bible is right in telling us that we all die, and the reason why we die, 
would it not be wise to also believe what it says about the second death?  
The good news is this:  God doesn’t want us to suffer the second death! 
 
"The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 
but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance."  2 Peter 3:9 
 
The good news is also this:  God has provided a Savior to save us from our 
sins and sinful conduct.  That is the topic of Lesson Two. 
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LET’S TALK ABOUT IT 
• Explain the two types or kinds of sin. 

 
• Explain the three levels or degrees of sinful conduct. 

 
• Explain why all die physically. 

 
• Explain the difference between the 1st and 2nd death. 

 
• Why has God held back the Day of Wrath He says is 

coming? 
 

• Have you ever prayed and told God that you know you 
are a sinner, and that you want to know how to be saved 
from His coming wrath? 

 
• Have you memorized Romans 3:23? 

 
Is there anything in the lesson that you do not understand? 
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Part One: BECOMING A CHRISTIAN 
Lesson 2: Our Need for a Savior 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Just as one man’s sin brought God’s judgment and death upon all 
mankind, so God revealed to His Prophets His plan to also provide 
salvation and eternal life through one man; a man whom He would send 
into the world.  If you have not completed lesson 1, do so before starting 
this lesson. 
"For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by 
one Man's obedience many will be made righteous."  Romans 5:19 
WHO IS THAT ONE MAN? 
God made it known to Abraham, two thousand years before Jesus Christ 
was born, how the world could know without any doubt who that one 
man is.  

1. He revealed that he would be born a Jew, in the blood line of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Genesis chapter twenty-two).   

2. A thousand years later God revealed to king David that he 
would also be born in the kingly line of king David as a royal Jew 
(2 Samuel 7).   

3. And then God revealed to Isaiah the prophet five hundred years 
prior to Christ, that this one would be born of a virgin, (Isaiah 
7:14).   

"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name 
Immanuel."  Isaiah 7:14 
There is only one man born into this world that meets all three 
qualifications.  The Gospel of Matthew, the first book of the New 
Testament, gives the genealogy of Jesus Christ to prove that Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth meets those qualifications and is the one God promised to 
send into the world to save mankind from sin and the results of sin, 
both physical and eternal death.   
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"The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of 
Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot 
Judah and his brothers."  Matthew 1:1-2 
"Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with 
child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and 
not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away 
secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall 
call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins." So all 
this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, saying: "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH 
CHILD, AND BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," 
which is translated, "God with us." Then Joseph, being aroused from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his 
wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. 
And he called His name JESUS."  Matthew 1:18-25 
LET’S TALK ABOUT IT 
How does Jesus Christ qualify to be the savior of the world? 
While Jesus Christ of Nazareth has other names and titles given to him 
in the Bible, he is commonly referred to as the “Lord Jesus Christ.” 
  All three of these names are significant to his being our Savior. 
"So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, 
you and your household."             
Acts 16:31 
 

A. “LORD” 
 

The title “Lord,” when referring to Jesus, is a term for his deity and 
corresponds to the Hebrew word in the Old Testament for Yahweh, 
translated LORD in English translations.  Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the 
only man born into the human race whom Christians worship as their 
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God.  Some acknowledge him to be a good man, or a great prophet and 
teacher; but Christians worship him as God.  Jesus is ALIVE. He is risen. 
HE IS LORD. That is to say, “HE IS GOD.” (Note: this is more than saying 
“he is master.” There are many “masters” in our lives... but to be saved 
we must FIRST recognize and acknowledge that Jesus Christ is the One 
and ONLY True Living God. 
 
This sets Christianity apart from all other religions. 
 
"The other disciples therefore said to him, "We have seen the Lord." So 
he said to them, "Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will 
not believe." And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and 
Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the 
midst, and said, "Peace to you!" Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your 
finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it 
into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing." And Thomas 
answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, 
"Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed."  John 20:25-29 
 

B. “JESUS” 
 

“Jesus” is the name given to him by God before he was born of the 
virgin Mary.  The name itself means “Savior,” and refers to Jesus being 
born as a man in order to save us from our sins.  
 
"And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and 
shall call His name JESUS."   
Luke 1:31 
 
"And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He 
will save His people from their sins.""  Matthew 1:21 
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The reason Jesus had to be born into the world as a man, is because he 
needed to die in our place under the judgment of God for our sins.  But 
as Lord and God, he could not die.  So God became man when he was 
born into the world of a virgin, with God as his Father,  and he was given 
the name “Jesus” which means “Savior.”  
  
"Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the 
form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made 
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming 
in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the 
death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given 
Him the name which is above every name,"  Philippians 2:5-9 
 
This is a very important passage in the New Testament regarding Jesus 
being God, and yet humbling himself to become a man in order to die 
for our sins.   
 
Only God Himself could provide a blood payment for sins valuable 
enough for God to be just to forgive a sinner of all his sins, and save him 
from the judgment to come. 
 

• Read Matthew 1:21 again 
 
"Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which 
He purchased with His own blood."  Acts 20:28 
 
"knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver 
or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your 
fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot."  1 Peter 1:18-19 
 



 28 

You can read the historical account of Jesus’ death on the cross for our 
sins in Matthew chapter 27. 
 

C. “CHRIST” 
 

1. The Anointed One - Messiah 
 
The name Christ in the New Testament is derived from the Greek 
language and is a translation of the Hebrew word in the Old Testament 
for “Messiah.”  So the words “Christ” and “Messiah” are a reference to 
the same person and have the same meaning.  The name means “The 
Anointed,” and refers to God’s promised divine Son who will return to 
this earth to establish God’s kingdom and rule over the nations of the 
world.   
 
God’s kings over the nation Israel in Old Testament times were installed 
by the pouring of oil on the head.  But of all of the kings who were 
anointed, Jesus Christ is “The Anointed.”    
 

• Read Psalm 2.  God’s Christ or “Anointed” is also God’s 
only “begotten” Son, being born of a virgin (compare 
verse two with verse seven).   Christians believe Jesus is 
the promised Christ who will fulfill the prophecy of 
Psalm two to break the nations and rule them as God’s 
Son.  

 
2. The Sinless One – No Corruption 
 

In order to be the Christ, God would have to raise him from the dead 
before his body could corrupt.  For the curse God placed upon the 
human race because of Adam’s sin, included the fact that the body of 
sin would corrupt and return to the ground from which it was made.  So 
another key to identifying the promised Savior of the world would be 
that God would not allow His “holy one” to corrupt in the grave.  This is 
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because God’s Divine Son would be the only human who would live on 
earth as the “holy one” without sin.   

   
"For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy 
One to see corruption." Psalms 16:10 
 

3. The Ascended One – Coming Again 
 
The fact that Jesus rose from the dead the third day before his body 
could begin to corrupt, was used by his apostles to convince others that 
Jesus was indeed the promised Christ.  And the fact that Jesus then 
ascended into heaven to sit at the Father’s right hand, proved that he 
will come again as the promised Christ to establish God’s everlasting 
kingdom on the earth. 

 
"Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 
taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they 
looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men 
stood by them in white apparel, who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go 
into heaven." Acts 1:9-11 
 
In Apostle Peter’s sermon in Acts 2:22-36 Jesus is the one prophesied 
hundreds of years before in Psalm 16.  
 
""Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by 
God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him 
in your midst, as you yourselves also know— Him, being delivered by the 
determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by 
lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; whom God raised up, 
having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He 
should be held by it. For David says concerning Him: 'I FORESAW THE 
LORD ALWAYS BEFORE MY FACE, FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, THAT I 
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MAY NOT BE SHAKEN. THEREFORE MY HEART REJOICED, AND MY 
TONGUE WAS GLAD; MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL REST IN HOPE. 
FOR YOU WILL NOT LEAVE MY SOUL IN HADES, NOR WILL YOU ALLOW 
YOUR HOLY ONE TO SEE CORRUPTION. YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO 
ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF JOY IN YOUR 
PRESENCE.' "Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the 
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us 
to this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the 
flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing 
this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was 
not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. This Jesus God has 
raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the 
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. "For 
David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: 'THE LORD 
SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, TILL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES 
YOUR FOOTSTOOL." ' "Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord 
and Christ.""  Acts 2:22-36 
 
CONCLUSION: The name “Lord Jesus Christ” summarizes why Christians 
believe that Jesus of Nazareth is God’s promised Savior of the world. 
 

1. As the LORD (GOD), he is able to save us from God’s curse upon 
Adam and his offspring from death, and he is also able to save 
us from God’s coming wrath upon us for our own sins.   

2. As JESUS, he was able as a man to go to the cross and shed his 
precious blood as payment for our sins, so that God could 
forgive any and all sinners who look to him for salvation.   

3. And as the promised Messiah or CHRIST, Jesus rose again from 
the dead, ascended into heaven to sit at the Father’s right hand, 
and is coming again to establish God’s eternal kingdom.  As the 
Christ, He will raise all who believe in him to life eternal (body, 
soul and spirit), to never suffer God’s curse in death again.   
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One of the most popular verses of the Bible is John 3:16.  
Memorize this verse. 

 
LET’S TALK ABOUT IT 
 

• Explain the reason Thomas worshipped Jesus as his Lord and his 
God.  (If you do not know the answer, turn to the passage and 
read the verses that give the answer).   

 
 

• Why did Jesus, God’s divine Son, become a man? 
 

• How did God give evidence in the way Jesus was born, that he 
was God’s divine Son? 
 

• How could the blood of Jesus be a valuable enough payment to 
provide forgiveness of sins and eternal life for all who put their 
trust in him? 
 

• What did Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on the 3rd day prove? 
 
 

• What did the angel declare about the Lord Jesus Christ when He 
ascended? 

 
 

• What will Jesus do when He returns to this present earth? 
 
Is there anything in the lesson that you do not understand?   
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The following chart might help a person picture in his mind the 
significance of the name, 

“Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

LORD 
               He is God’s divine Son, with no beginning and no end 

 
 
 

  
 Lived a  
 Perfect life  
 As The Holy One 

 
    
 
 
   No Corruption 
     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The good news is this: God has sent His Son into the world to save ALL 
mankind from the coming wrath of God.   
The sad news is this: not all will be saved for whom Christ died.   
The reason for this is the topic of lesson 3: God’s Requirement to be 
Saved.    

3rd 
Day 

Now sits in  
Heaven on  

God’s Throne 
 

 

           JESUS 
Became a man 
to die for our sins 
and shed his precious  
blood as a payment 
for the sins of the 
whole world. This is 
how God is just to 
forgive and save us 
from God’s coming 
wrath on sins. 

        CHRIST 
Rose again from  
the dead the 3rd day 
without corruption 
and is coming again 
to raise us from the 
dead to life eternal 
and establish God’s 
eternal kingdom as 
the promised Messiah. 
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Part One: BECOMING A CHRISTIAN 
Lesson 3: God’s Requirement to be Saved 
 
There is nothing we can do to save ourselves from the coming wrath of 
God.  But in His great love for us, God has provided the whole world a 
Savior in the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
MEMORY VERSES 
"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life."  John 
3:16 
 
"But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us."  Romans 5:8 
 
Now we come to this critical lesson explaining “HOW do I get saved?”  
So many people never come to this simple yet eternally profound truth. 
A proper understanding of what it means to be saved is essential truth.  
 
Quite simply the way of salvation is by God’s grace through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Grace is not something you earn or deserve from God. 
It is a “free gift.” God loves you and wants you to have eternal life and 
know the forgiveness of your sin. The only way you can have this is for 
Him to give it to you freely. And God has done all there is to do to save 
you from your sin and give you eternal life.  
 
There are three key words in the Bible used to explain to us what it is 
means to TRUST in the LORD for eternal life salvation. These words 
explain what God has done and is doing to save you.  
 
Let's look at these three important words. 
 
The first key word is — 
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I. REPENT 
 
The apostle Peter declared that the Lord is “not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  2 Peter 3:9 

 
The apostle Paul declared, “Truly, these times of ignorance God over-
looked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent.” Acts 17:30 
 
"Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 
but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and 
throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance.” Acts 
26:19-20 
 

A.  What the word “repent” means to simply means to have  
a change of heart and mind toward God. 
 
How does one know when they have repented? 
1. When he ADMITS that he is a sinner. 

 
Luke 18:10-13 
…And the tax collector…did not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but 
beat his breast , saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!” 
 

2. When he acknowledges his sinful condition in the sight of 
God, and that unless God saves him, he will surely face God’s 
wrath and condemnation. 
 

"But to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth (believe the 
Gospel), but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also 
of the Greek; but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is 
good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For there is no partiality with 
God."  Romans 2:8-11 
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Jesus explained what “work” God requires of people in order to be saved. 
He said, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent." 
John 6:29 

 
3. When the sinner comes to the point that he urgently wants 

to know what God requires of him in order to be saved. 
 

"And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?""   Acts 16:30 

 
Therefore, having a change of mind (repenting) toward God is central 
to Paul’s teaching concerning eternal life salvation. 

 
“… I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and 
taught you publicly and from house to house, testifying to Jews, and also 
to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ."  Act 20:20-21 
 

B. What makes us accountable before God to repent?  
Why must a person have a change of heart and mind to be 
saved? 
 
Three things: 
1. Man’s Conscience 

Man is born a sinner by nature.  But he is still accountable 
because God instills a conscience in the mind and heart of 
everyone. By his conscience he is warned on the inside 
against using the members of his body to carry out his sinful 
desires.  At first the conscience is tender towards God’s 
warnings.  But as one continues to ignore God’s warnings, the 
heart becomes hardened or less sensitive.  It is a person’s 
own conscience that God will use to find him to be guilty of 
sin and liable for divine punishment. 
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Sinners "who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts 
accusing or else excusing them"   Rom 2:15 

 
2. The Holy Spirit’s Conviction 

Even though man’s conscience may be hardened through sin, 
the Holy Spirit has the power to penetrate the hardness and 
cause man to feel guilty and accountable for his sin.  This is 
the goodness of God who seeks to lead all sinners (world) to 
genuine repentance towards God. 
 

"But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of 
Me."   John 15:26 
 
“And when He (the Holy Spirit) has come, He will convict the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment.” John 16:8 
 

3. The Sinner’s Rebelliousness 
When a sinner refuses to repent, even though God in His 
goodness enables a man to feel his need to do so, he 
treasures up for himself the wrath of God.   
 

"Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and 
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 
repentance? But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent 
heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who "WILL RENDER TO EACH 
ONE ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS":"  Rom 2:4-6 
 
To REPENT is to  ADMIT our sinful condition and need for salvation. This 
must take place before someone is then prepared to — 
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II. BELIEVE 
Acts 16:31 “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved . . .” 
 

A. “BELIEVE” Defined 
The word “believe” means to place one’s faith, or trust, or dependence 
in something, or someone.  In this case, God requires that we place our 
faith or trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. The reason God commands that we 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ is explained in the previous lesson.  Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth is the Savior God promised to come into the world.   
 

B. The OBJECT of Faith 
The Lord Jesus Christ must be the object of our faith in order for God to 
save us. Faith does not save the sinner. It is WHO the sinner believes in, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the value of His precious blood that he shed as 
payment for sins. This is how God can be just (righteous) to forgive the 
guilty sinner. It is only by placing our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that 
God can be just to forgive the guilty sinner. 
 
“And this is His command; to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ.” 
1 John 3:23 
 

C. Faith is NOT considered a work 
The Apostle Paul explained and illustrated through the “Father of faith,” 
Abraham, that faith is NOT a work requiring God to “pay” someone for. 
There is no human merit involved in our faith by which we can claim any 
credit for our salvation. We cannot earn salvation (work for it), nor do we 
deserve salvation (“I’m a pretty good person.”) from God’s wrath. The 
merit lies in the object of our faith; the Lord Jesus in whom we believe, 
and the value of his precious blood he shed as payment for our sins. 
 
"What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to 
the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 
boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? 
"ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR 
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RIGHTEOUSNESS." Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as 
grace but as debt. But to him who does not work but believes on Him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness,"   Romans 
4:1-5 
 

D. Faith is NOT the gift, Salvation IS the gift 
 

All mankind lives by faith every day. Faith is a part of being human. God 
made us that way. We put our faith in a chair we sit in or in a friend to do 
what he says or in some other false religion. Faith is never described as a 
gift when referring to one’s faith in the LORD Jesus Christ for eternal life.  
 
The “gift” of faith is from the Holy Spirit for believers as a “spiritual grace” 
to bless the church. 
 
"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that —grace 
salvation is— not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast."   Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
"But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of 
all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit,… to another 
faith by the same Spirit …."   1Corinthians 12:7-10 
 
NOTE: Stay focused on the subject at hand. There is a gift of faith, as there 
are many gifts from the Holy Spirit, but they are given to believers for the 
benefit of other believers.  
 

E. The OBEDIENCE of Faith 
 

Our obedience in believing in Jesus alone as the basis of salvation is the 
only way God can remain righteous (just) in forgiving those who believe, 
and not others who do not repent toward God and believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, since all are sinners. 

 



 39 

"Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to 
the faith among all nations for His name,"   Rom 1:5 
 
 The mystery of the Gospel - "but now made manifest, and by the 
prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the 
commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith—"  Rom 
16:26 
 
Romans 3:20-26 
Paraphrased:  “Therefore by keeping all the points of the Law no one, not 
one person, will be made righteous before God, because the purpose of 
the Law is for sinners to recognize sin. The way to be righteous before God 
has been revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures. The Law and the 
Prophets teach us that a righteous standing before God comes by faith in 
Jesus Christ. And this righteous standing is for anybody and everybody 
who believes in Jesus. No one is better than anyone else because all have 
sinned and cannot attain to God’s perfect glory. Therefore KNOW THIS, 
we are made righteous freely by God’s free gift through the price Jesus 
Christ paid. That is, by shedding His own blood, God made Him the 
acceptable sacrifice for sin. So, while putting up with sin all these year, 
God remains righteous even when making sinners who believe in Jesus 
righteous.”  
 
There is one more key word . . . 
 
III. CALL/CONFESS  

TO CALL is to appeal or to cry out to someone. 
TO CONFESS is to agree with someone. 
 

God taught His people in Old Testament times the need for a 
substitutionary sacrifice to save someone from their sin. They could not 
keep the Law. No one can keep the Law. The one who sinned was to 
bring an animal God required by law to the Temple in Jerusalem, as an 
offering for his sin.  He would acknowledge his sin, slay the animal, and 
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the priest would present the blood of the sacrifice to God and make 
atonement for the sinner.  The priest was the mediator and he made 
atonement for the sinner.  
 
Leviticus 4:35 “…So the priest shall make atonement for his sin that he 
has committed, and it shall be forgiven him.”  See also: Lev. 5:6, 10, 13, 
16, 18,; 6:7; 7:7; etc.  
 
While the blood of an animal could provide a temporary covering for 
sin, it was not valuable enough to provide a permanent covering.  That’s 
why the Lord Jesus was born into this world as a man.  The precious 
blood he shed on the cross is valuable enough to permanently save 
sinners, because of who Jesus is. Therefore, God requires that the 
sinner call upon the name of the Lord Jesus, believing that Jesus is the 
only one who can save him from his sin because His precious blood was 
shed as the only payment God can accept to permanently forgive sins.   
 
When the sinner calls upon the name of the Lord Jesus, Jesus intercedes 
on his behalf before God in heaven. Jesus becomes the sinner’s lawyer, 
his advocate before God. He is the ONLY mediator between God and 
sinful man who can make atonement for our sin. The Lord Jesus Christ is 
our High Priest who makes atonement for our sin with His own precious 
blood. 
 
"Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also 
risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession 
for us."  Rom 8:34 
 
"But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 
Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost (make atonement for) 
those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make 
intercession for them. For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is 
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher 
than the heavens;"   Heb 7:24-26 
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"For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who 
desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time,"   1Ti 2:3-6 
 
Jesus is both the sacrifice for the sin of the whole world and the only 
High Priest who can make atonement for the sinner who calls upon Him 
in acceptance of His sacrifice. 
 
Think about what Paul wrote to the citizens of Rome regarding God’s 
requirement for them to confess to Christ their faith in him as their 
LORD/God and Savior. 
 
Romans 10:9-10   

“That if you will confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus”  
—which means to pray to the Lord Jesus. He is God. 

 
“and believe in your heart that God has raised him from the 
dead” 

  —a person must believe in his heart that Jesus is alive,  
 in order for him to be able to hear his prayer. He rose  
from the dead. 

 
“you will be saved.”  

—This is God’s promise to each and every sinner who 
will call upon the Lord Jesus Christ believing that He is 
God who died for him and that He rose from the dead. 

 
Romans 10:11 – 12 

For the scripture says, “Whosoever BELIEVES on Him will not be 
put to shame.” For there is no distinction between the Jew and 
the Greek, for the same LORD over all is rich to ALL who CALL 
upon Him.  
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Romans 10:13 

For “WHOSOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL BE 
SAVED!” 

 
Jesus, the Savior and the High Priest, lives forever and will intercede 
for you if you will call upon Him to do so. 
 
THE BIG QUESTION 
Ask yourself this question:  Have you ever humbled yourself before God 
to call on the name of the Lord Jesus in prayer; confessing your sinful 
condition before God, your need for Jesus to save you from God’s eternal 
and righteous wrath, putting your faith in the value of His precious blood 
to save you from your sins? 
 
The apostle Paul assumes that if a person is a Christian, he has met this 
requirement. 
Listen to how he addressed the Corinthian Church. 
"Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and 
Sosthenes our brother, To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those 
who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all who in every place 
call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and 
ours:"   1Corinthians  1:1-2 
 
Do you ADMIT you are a sinner before God? Do you BELIEVE that Jesus is 
the LORD who died and rose again? Have you CALLED upon the LORD to 
save you? 
 
You may not have another opportunity. 
 
“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation”  
 2 Cor. 6:2 
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To refuse to do so is a manifestation of one’s pride and hardness of heart, 
rather than his humble repentance before God.   
 
One cannot learn to be a Christian, a follower of Christ, if he does not 
meet God’s requirement to become a Christian.  Only then can he 
advance to the next level, that of becoming Christ’s disciple. 
 
Repentance is the ADMISSION of a proper fear and respect of God, by a 
change of mind that says, “I am a sinner before the holy God and I 
cannot save myself from His righteous judgment of eternal death.” 
Therefore, before you can put your faith in the LORD Jesus Christ you 
must repent, acknowledging you are a sinner before God. Otherwise, 
there is no reason to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for eternal life if 
you do not admit that you are a sinner. 
 
If there is no repentance toward God, there is no fear of God in the heart 
of the sinner. 
 
"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding 
have all those who do His commandments. His praise endures forever."  
Psalms 111:10 
 
"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise 
wisdom and instruction."  Proverbs 1:7 
 
When one believes in their heart (emotion) that Jesus is the LORD (GOD) 
who can save him, the repentant sinner calls on the risen Jesus to be his 
savior. This is the obedience of faith. 
 
All who repent towards God and believe in the Lord Jesus by calling upon 
Him to be their advocate/lawyer/mediator before God the Father shall 
be saved. 
 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved! 
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LET’S TALK ABOUT IT 
 

1. Are you a sinner and destined for the lake of fire, God’s eternal, 
ultimate wrath? 

2. Have you repented toward God: admitted your guilt and need for 
salvation from God’s righteous wrath and judgment? 

3. Have you trusted in the LORD Jesus Christ to save you from your 
sins? 

4. What does “by grace you have been saved” mean (Ephesians 2:8-
9)? 

5. Upon whom do we call to save us from our sins? 

6. What does it mean, “Jesus is our substitutionary sacrifice?” 

7. Are you saved from God’s eternal wrath? How do you know?  

He who has the Son has LIFE; he who does not have the Son of God does 
not have life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God, that you may KNOW that you have eternal life, and that 
you may believe on the name of the Son of God. 1 John 5:12, 13 

8. Have you memorized John 3:16 and Romans 5:8? 

9. Now that you know you are saved, tell someone. 

 
Is there anything in the lesson that you do not understand? 
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Part Two: BECOMING CHRIST’S DISCIPLE 
Lesson 4: The First Step, Water Baptism 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Memorize Matthew 28:19-20 
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age." Amen."  Mat 28:19-20 
 
When Jesus Christ was on the earth, the most effective way to become 
like a Rabbi who was admired was to follow him as his disciple.  This 
required the disciple being around the Rabbi as much as possible.  The 
goal was for the disciple to become like his Teacher. 
 
"And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they 
were fishermen. Then He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.""  Mat 4:18-19 
 
"A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly 
trained will be like his teacher." Luke 6:40 
 
Jesus had many followers up to a point.  About 18 months into his 
ministry he selected twelve men to be with him more than the others 
(see Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16).  The names of those men are listed in 
Matthew 10:1-4.  From this time on they followed Jesus being trained 
by Him and serving with Him. 
 
After Jesus died on the cross and rose again from the dead, before he 
ascended into heaven, he commanded his twelve disciples, who were 
His apostles, to go into all the world and make more disciples until his 
return.  This is called the "Great Commission.”  The first thing after 



 46 

conversion Jesus commanded for a new disciple was to be baptized 
publicly in water. 
 
Note:  There is only ONE command in the Great Commission and that is 
to "Make Disciples." The other verbs (action words) are called 
participles or supplemental commands. They answer the question, HOW 
to make disciples. And that is by GOING with the Gospel message, 
BAPTIZING the new believers publicly declaring his being saved from the 
wrath of God and TEACHING them to OBSERVE/KEEP the Word of God. 
 
What Water Baptism IS NOT 
 There have been a lot of misunderstandings about water 
baptism since the first century.  Some of these are listed below.   
 Thinking that being baptized in water is required to be saved 
This is a major misunderstanding for the following reasons: 
 
 1. Thinking that being baptized in water is required to be saved 
 
It is Christ's baptism with the Holy Spirit that saves, NOT being baptized 
in water. 
 
"I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming 
after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His 
hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather 
His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.""   Matthew 3:11-12 
 
Note:  While John's baptism was with water, Christ's baptism is of a 
spiritual nature in giving his converts the Holy Spirit to help them live as 
Christians today.  Christ will also baptize unbelievers with eternal fire 
when he returns to this earth to establish God's kingdom.  That will be a 
baptism of condemnation, not salvation.  But neither of Christ's two 
baptisms has anything to do with water. 
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Those who believe water baptism is required for salvation emphasize 
verses that speak of persons not receiving the Holy Spirit until after they 
were baptized in water.  As one reads the record in the book of Acts, 
this requirement applied to only Jews and Samaritans who had not 
believed in Christ when he ministered among them in the land of Israel.  
Since they had rejected their own Messiah publicly, they were required 
to accept him publicly after he rose again from the dead and be 
baptized by Christ’s Apostles. 
 
Compare Acts 2:38 (Jews) with Acts 8:12-17 (Samaritans)    
"Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."  Act 2:38 
 
"But when they (the Samaritans) believed Philip as he preached the 
things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, 
both men and women were baptized. Then Simon himself also believed; 
and when he was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, 
seeing the miracles and signs which were done. Now when the apostles 
who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received (believed) the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had 
come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. For 
as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they (Peter and John) laid hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Spirit."   Act 8:12-17 
 
In contrast to the Jews and Samaritans, the first Gentile converts 
received the Holy Spirit before they were baptized in water.   
 
"While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 
those who heard (believed) the word. And those of the circumcision (the 
Jews) who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, 
because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles 
also. For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then 
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Peter answered, "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" And he 
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they 
asked him to stay a few days."   Act 10:44-48 
 
So while some disciples were baptized in water before they were given 
the Holy Spirit, and while others were given the Holy Spirit after they 
were baptized, there is no record in the New Testament of any disciple 
receiving the Holy Spirit while being baptized in water.  
 
The ministry of the apostle Paul demonstrated that being baptized in 
water is not required for salvation.  Because some in that day were 
beginning to associate salvation with being baptized in water, the 
apostle Paul pointed out that when Christ called him to be his apostle, 
He did not command him to personally baptize his converts.  This is to 
be observed in reading what Christ commissioned his disciples to do 
prior to his ascension into heaven, and what Christ said to the apostle 
Paul after his conversion on the road to Damascus  
 
Note the contrast between Matthew 28:18-20 above with Acts 26:12-18 
"While thus occupied, as I journeyed to Damascus with authority and 
commission from the chief priests, at midday, O king, along the road I 
saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and 
those who journeyed with me. And when we all had fallen to the ground, 
I heard a voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew language, 
'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against 
the goads.' So I said, 'Who are You, Lord?' And He said, 'I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand on your feet; for I have 
appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness 
both of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet 
reveal to you. I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from 
the Gentiles, to whom I now send you, to open their eyes, in order to 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 
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that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those who are sanctified by faith in Me.'"  Act 26:12-18 
 
As a matter of fact, Paul told the Corinthian disciples that he couldn't 
recall whom he had baptized, except for a few.  The reason for this 
change in the Lord's instructions to Paul, was to correct any false 
conclusion that being baptized in water had anything to do with man's 
salvation.  It is faith alone in who Jesus Christ is and what He did by 
dying on the cross for man’s sin by which God can forgive sins and gives 
eternal life, and not by being baptized in water.  
 
Compare Romans 3:24-25 with 1 Corinthians 1:14-18 
"being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through 
faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God 
had passed over the sins that were previously committed,"   Rom 3:24-
25 
 
"I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, lest 
anyone should say that I had baptized in my own name. Yes, I also 
baptized the household of Stephanas. Besides, I do not know whether I 
baptized any other. For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach 
the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be 
made of no effect. For the message of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God."  1Co 1:14-18 
 
Take special note of 1 Corinthians 1:17-18. Paul distinguishes between 
baptism and the Gospel to safeguard the message of the Cross which 
saves those who will believe the Gospel message. 
 
Another misunderstanding concerning baptism is 

2. Thinking that infant baptism saves  
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Infants do not need to be baptized in order to be saved from God's 
Wrath yet to come upon sinners for their sins.  While infants die the first 
death (physical) in Adam, because they are born in Adam's Race and 
inherit a sin nature in their flesh, they will not be held accountable for 
sins they never committed.  They therefore do not need to be saved 
from the second death (Lake of Fire).  If the practice of infant baptism 
saved a baby from eternal condemnation, then that would make their 
salvation dependent upon parents seeing to it that their child was 
baptized and it would be in addition to what Jesus Christ has done in 
dying for the sins of the world.   
 
There is no evidence of infants being baptized in the New Testament.  
As we will see, being baptized in water is a public testimony of one's 
own personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and his commitment to be a 
disciple of Christ.  Whole "households" could be saved as implied in Acts 
16:33 if they individually believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. God requires 
individuals to believe in Jesus to be saved. 
 
"And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. 
And immediately he and all his family were baptized."  Act 16:33 
 
Another misunderstanding is— 

3. thinking that being sprinkled is the mode of baptism. 
 
This misunderstanding come from a misinterpretation of the words for 
sprinkling and baptism. 
 
The word "baptize" comes from the Greek word "bapto," which means 
to dip under.  The addition of the letter "z" inserts the idea of someone 
causing someone to be dipped in, or under. The Jews used a different 
Greek word for sprinkling in their translation of the Hebrew Old 
Testament.  
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Sprinkling a new convert does not picture the same thing as does being 
baptized in water.  The symbolism intended for being baptized will be 
introduced later in this lesson. 
 
What Water Baptism IS 
While the practice of water baptism does not provide salvation and 
forgiveness of sins, it is nevertheless important as the first step Christ 
commanded for those who would be his disciples to take after being 
saved.  The following statements point to the true significance or 
importance of being baptized. 
 

1. It is an opportunity for the new disciple to openly declare 
his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and identify with Christ’s 
Church. 

2. It declares his belief in the Holy Trinity; God the Father, 
Jesus Christ as God's Divine Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   
Christianity is the only religion that believes what the Bible 
says about God; His being one in divine essence, and yet 
three in person.  Read Matthew 28:19 again 

3.  It is his public confession of faith that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is his LORD (God) and Savior, because of His death on the 
cross and His resurrection. 

4. It declares his commitment to learn and obey Christ's 
commands as one of His disciples. 

5. It is God's opportunity to warn those who observe the one 
being baptized, of their own need to be saved by believing 
in Christ. 

 
The Symbolism of Water Baptism 
The purpose for being publicly baptized in water is to symbolically 
remind people of God's wrath which came upon the whole world for 
their sin and unbelief in a worldwide flood during the days of Noah.  
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The apostle Peter witnessed the baptism of 3000 new converts into the 
first church established in the city of Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:41). Years later he revealed what the water symbolized in being 
baptized.  He wrote that it symbolized the waters of the worldwide 
flood in which God judged the world for their sin, but spared Noah and 
his family.  This is the only Scripture passage that actually says what 
water baptism symbolizes.   
 
—who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering 
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a 
few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 1 Peter 3:20   
Now there is also an antitype which saves us—baptism (not the removal 
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  1 Peter 3:21 
 
An “antitype” is a figure, a symbol which that causes one to look back 
into the past. In this case being baptized in water is an illustration or 
symbol and a reminder of what happened in the days of Noah.  
 
The purpose for dipping a new believer under the water and then 
bringing them up, is to symbolize those who drowned in the waters of 
the flood in contrast to Noah and his family who did not; even as the 
one being baptized is saved from drowning when he is brought up out 
of the water.  
 
1 Peter 3:21 "that saves us, baptism (symbolically, that is)" 
 
How much more clear could Peter be?  Being baptized in water is only 
symbolic of our salvation.  Peter goes on to emphasize that the water in 
which one is baptized does not remove the "filth or dirt of the flesh," or 
sin.  (This has been another false teaching of some, in thinking that the 
water in which they are baptized is "holy water" or a church sacrament 
to remove sin.) 
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1 Peter 3:21 "There is also an antitype which now saves us-baptism (not 
the removal of the filth of the flesh)," 
The true significance of being baptized is the public testimony of the 
disciple regarding his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and that he does not 
fear facing God's wrath to come because of Christ. 
   
1 Peter 3:21 "but the answer of a good conscience toward God" through 
the resurrection of Christ, [or one's public confession of faith in Christ for 
salvation]. 
 
Note:  Many believers are taught that the practice of dipping a person 
under the water and bringing him back up pictures the believer's union 
with Christ in his death, burial, and resurrection.  However, the passage 
to which they reference is referring to Christ's spiritual baptism and has 
nothing to do with water.  This spiritual baptism occurs when one 
believes in Christ, at which time he is made a child of God.  
 
"Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized (with the Holy 
Spirit) into Christ Jesus were baptized (spiritually) into His death? 
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united 
together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the 
likeness of His resurrection,"  Rom 6:3-5 
 
"For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of 
you as were baptized (with the Holy Spirit) into Christ have put on Christ. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 
neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus."  Gal 3:26-28 
 
CONCLUSION 
The first step in becoming Christ's disciple after one calls upon the name 
of the Lord to be saved, is to be publicly baptized in water in obedience 
to Christ's command, as recorded in Matthew 28:19-20.   
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Have you believed in the LORD Jesus Christ as your savior? 
 
If yes, have you been baptized?   
 
If you have not been baptized, are you willing to obey Christ's 
command?  
 
If so, let your disciple maker help you find a local church that practices 
baptism by immersion as a symbol of your being saved from the wrath 
of God and your willingness to be obedient to Christ as His disciple.   
 
Do not be baptized by any church that believes water baptism is 
required to be saved.      
 
 
Questions to Answer 
 
Explain what a disciple was in the days of Jesus. 
 
Explain some false teaching about the practice of water baptism. 
 
Explain what water baptism symbolizes as seen in 1 Peter 3:21. 
 
Explain the significance of being baptized publicly in front of others. 
 
What was the most profound truth you learned in this lesson? 
 
Have you memorized Matthew 28:19-20? What is the command? 
 
Is there anything in this lesson that you do not understand?   
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Part Two: Becoming Christ’s Disciple 
Lesson 5: The Role of the Church for Christ’s Disciples 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Greek word in the New Testament for “church” means an assembly.  
It refers to Christ’s disciples worldwide here on this earth, as well as 
disciples who have died and gone to heaven.  The Church Age or 
Dispensation of the Church began ten days after Christ ascended into 
heaven to sit at the Father’s right hand as Head of the Church.  
 
 "And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the 
preeminence."   Colossians 1:18 
 
I. What it Means to Belong to Christ and His Universal Church? 
 

A. It means being part of a brand new family 
 
1. As God’s chosen people, His adopted sons in Christ 

 
• "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before Him in love, having 
predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us 
accepted in the Beloved."  Ephesians 1:3-6 

 
Note:  Every believer was chosen in Christ before the creation of 
this world so that God could righteously look on us as being holy, 
adopt us as His sons, and provide the other benefits listed in this 
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doxology of Eph.1:3-14.  His choice therefore was in accordance 
with God’s foreknowledge of our response to Christ, upon 
hearing the gospel of Christ in whom we were chosen. 
 

• "In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having 
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of 
His glory."  Ephesians 1:13-14 

• "elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be 
multiplied."   1 Peter 1:2 
 

2. As God’s redeemed sons through Christ’s blood from the 
curse of God’s Law, the forgiveness of all our sins. 

 
• "In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His 
grace"  Ephesians 1:7 

 
3. As God’s future heirs with Christ when he returns to this 

earth in the next, and final dispensation of this present 
earth. 
 

Note: Bible scholars call this future dispensation the Millennium 
because the Apostle John says six times in seven verses that it 
lasts 1000 years.  Revelation 20:1-7 

 
• "Which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom 

and prudence, having made known to us the mystery 
of His will, according to His good pleasure which He 
purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the 
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fullness of the times He might gather together in one 
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and 
which are on earth—in Him. In Him also we have 
obtained an inheritance, being predestined 
according to the purpose of Him who works all things 
according to the counsel of His will, that we who first 
trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His 
glory."  Ephesians 1:8-12 
 

4. As believers indwelt and sealed with the Holy Spirit’s 
divine presence, as God’s promise to us that we cannot 
lose our position with God in Christ. We are eternally 
secure. 
 
• "In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, 
having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit 
of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased possession, to 
the praise of His glory."   Ephesians 1:13-14 

 
B. It means being part of a new family in Christ, regardless of 

race, gender, or social status. 
 

• "That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same 
body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through 
the gospel,"   Ephesians 3:6  

• "For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male 
nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus."  Galatians 3:26-28 
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C. It means being part of a whole new way of life in this 
present dispensation 
 
1. A New Priesthood 
The sons of Aaron of the Tribe of Levi served as God’s priests 
on earth for hundreds of years prior to Christ.  But the nation 
of Israel is temporarily under God’s judgment for having 
rejected His divine Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Right now, God 
is forming a new nation of priests to serve him in this present 
dispensation, made up of both Jews and Gentiles who believe 
in Christ, and are destined to rule with Christ on this earth in 
the next dispensation.   

 
• "But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light;"  1 Peter 2:9 

• "and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings 
of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings 
and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, He is 
coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even 
they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn because of Him. Even so, 
Amen."  Revelation 1:5-7 

• "And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy 
to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were 
slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
And have made us kings and priests to our God; And 
we shall reign on the earth.""   Revelation 5:9-10 
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2. A New Indwelling  
The Holy Spirit today indwells every disciple of Christ 
permanently in this life, in order to help us keep Christ’s 
commands for living the Christian way of life as his priests. 

 
"In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His 
glory."  Ephesians 1:13-14 
"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption.” Eph. 4:30 
 

3. A New Temple 
The Roman army destroyed the Temple in Jerusalem in which 
the Levitical priests functioned in 70 A.D.  That temple has 
been replaced with the body of every disciple of Christ in this 
dispensation, because they are each indwelt by God the Holy 
Spirit for the purpose of serving the Lord with supernatural 
help.  Christ’s disciples are the temple of God, not a building 
made with hands, but one made up of “living stones.”  

 
"Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy 
him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are."   1 Corinthians 
3:16-17  
 
"Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you 
were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God's."   1 Corinthians 6:19-20  
 
"Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having 
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been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief cornerstone,"  Ephesians 2:19-22 
 
"you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ."   1 Peter 2:5 
 

4. New sacrifices 
The former priests presented animal sacrifices to God in the 
Temple at Jerusalem.  Since Jesus Christ died on the cross and 
presented his precious blood to God in heaven for our 
forgiveness of sins, the church today now offers spiritual 
sacrifices to God.  More about this will be discussed in Level 
Four. See 1 Peter 2:5 above and Hebrews 13:15-16 
 
5. A New Divine Law and Covenant 
Under the terms of God’s moral law as revealed to Moses in 
the Old Testament, God would have cursed us for our sins.  
But now that we have been forgiven we are under the terms 
of the Law of Christ, or the New Covenant, by which God 
promises to have mercy upon us when we sin as Christians.   
  

"FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THEIR 
SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE." In that 
He says, "A NEW COVENANT," He has made the first obsolete. Now what 
is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish 
away."   Hebrews 8:12-13 
 
THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, 
SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR HEARTS, AND IN THEIR 
MINDS I WILL WRITE THEM, then He adds, THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS 
DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE. Now where there is remission of 
these, there is no longer an offering for sin. Hebrews 10:16-18 
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If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, YOU SHALL 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF, you do well.  James 2:8 
 
Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2 
 
II. Why belong to a Bible believing, Christ honoring Local Church? 

 
The process of making disciples continued after Jesus ascended 

into heaven to sit at the right hand of God the Father.  Since Christ was 
no longer ministering on the earth, and could no longer be followed in his 
travels to learn what he taught, believers followed the teachings of Christ 
as he revealed them to his disciples whom he appointed to be apostles 
to the Church.  They laid the foundation, in their teaching and writing of 
the New Testament, for the way in which Christ desires his disciples to 
now live. 

 
A.  Definition of “Joining a Bible believing, Christ honoring 

local church” 
 
1. To join a local church is to “identify” with other 

Disciples of Christ as members of Christ’s Body in one 
specific location. 
 

2. A Bible believing church is one that 
 

a. Believes all 66 books of the Old and New 
Testament as inspired by God 

b. Seeks to teach the meaning of the whole Bible 
c. Seeks to understand the Bible as it is written, in 

its context, by the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 

3. A Christ honoring church is one that 
a. Preaches the Lord Jesus Christ to be God’s 

promised Savior of ALL mankind 
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b. Preaches that Jesus died on the cross for the sins 
of ALL mankind 

c. Preaches that ANYONE can be saved if he will 
believe in Jesus Christ 

d. Preaches that every disciple is to follow the 
leadership of men in the local church who follow 
Christ and His teachings as recorded in the New 
testament 

e. Seeks to persuade everyone to become Christ’s 
disciple regardless of tribe, nationality, gender or 
social status. 
 

4. A local church is a gathering or assembly of Christ’s 
disciples in one geographic area for the purpose of 
worshiping God together and encouraging one another 
to be followers of Christ. 

Disciples of Jesus Christ belong to a Local Church… 
 

B. Because that was expected of Christ’s disciples from the 
beginning, in the very first church that was established in 
the city of Jerusalem 

 
1. New disciples were added as members of the first church 

at Jerusalem, once they confessed their faith in Christ and 
were baptized. 
 

"praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to the church daily those who were being saved."  Acts 2:47 
 

2. Members of the church were all called “disciples” 
 

"Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, 
there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because 
their widows were neglected in the daily distribution."   Acts 6:1 
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3. This included the first churches planted by the apostle 
Paul on his missionary journeys. 
 

"And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening 
the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and 
saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God." 
So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had 
believed."  Acts 14:21-23 
 

C. Because disciples need to be encouraged, as well as held 
accountable to each other, for their Christian life and 
conduct 

 
1. All of the epistles of the New Testament give instruction 

to Christ’s disciples in the church as to Christ’s 
commands for living the Christian way of life.   

 
2. Christ honoring local churches must have church leaders 

who meet the biblical qualifications, in order to manage 
the programs of the local church in a Christ honoring 
manner, and in order to hold individual members 
accountable for their Christian growth and conduct  
 

"And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening 
the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and 
saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God." 
So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had 
believed."   Acts 14:21-23 
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"And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, 
and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them 
very highly in love for their work's sake. Be at peace among 
yourselves."  1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 
 
"This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he 
desires a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of 
one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to 
teach; not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, 
not quarrelsome, not covetous; one who rules his own house well, having 
his children in submission with all reverence (for if a man does not know 
how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 
not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same 
condemnation as the devil. Moreover he must have a good testimony 
among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of 
the devil."  1 Timothy 3:1-7 

 
D. Because Jesus Christ gave his last instructions to seven local 

churches in existence at that time, for both encouragement 
and warning to all of his disciples in all local churches from 
that time forth 
 

"saying, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," and, 
"What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which 
are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, 
to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.""  Revelation 1:11 

 
Note:  Christ’s last message was not given to individual disciples, 
but to seven different local churches.  This implies that the Lord 
Jesus knew who the members were of each local church, and it 
also implies that Jesus expected all of his disciples to belong to a 
local church. 
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• ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree 
of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God." Revelation 
2:7 

• ""He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second 
death." '"  Revelation 2:11 

• "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden 
manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone 
a new name written which no one knows except him who receives 
it." Revelation 2:17 

• ""He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches."    Revelation 2:29 

• ""He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches."  Revelation 3:6 

• ""He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches."  Revelation 3:13 

• ""He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches." Revelation 3:22 

 
Note: These Scriptures show that what Jesus had to say to each 
of the seven churches is his message to all local churches from 
that time forth. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 It is under the guidance of a Bible believing, Christ honoring local 
church, that believers build a solid foundation of Biblical truth to be 
applied to their daily lives.  As the disciple grows in his knowledge of the 
Christian way of life, he learns to make changes in his life that reflect 
obedience to the commands of Christ.   

It is the goal of every disciple to grow in his knowledge of Christ 
to the point where he can be of benefit to the local church of which he is 
a member.   
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Questions to Answer 

1. Explain how a believer in Christ can be a disciple of Christ today, 
even though Christ is in heaven and is not available to be 
followed here on the earth? 

 
2. Explain the difference between Christ’s Universal Church and a 

local church? 

 
3. What is meant by the phrase, “Bible believing, Christ honoring 

local church?” 

 
4. Are you a member of a Bible believing, Christ honoring local 

church? 

 
5. Can we help you obey Christ’s desire for you in this matter? 

 
6. What was the most profound truth you learned in this lesson?  

 
 

7. How will you apply it to your life?  

 
8. Memorize Colossians 1:18 

 
 
 
Do You Have Any Questions About This Lesson? 
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Part Two: BECOMING CHRIST’S DISCIPLE 
Lesson 6: Daily Fellowship with God as Christ’s Disciple 
 
INTRODUCTION 
When a person places his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, Jesus makes peace 
for them with the Father.  The disciple is no longer alienated from God 
and can now fellowship with his Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ in 
heaven on a daily basis.  This fellowship can only be experienced by 
allowing God to speak to us while reading the Bible, God’s precious Word, 
and by responding back to God through prayer to what has been read.  
Learning to enter into this private and very personal time of fellowship 
with God is commonly called having “personal devotions,” and is a vital 
key to growing spiritually in one’s relationship with God.  This lesson gives 
some suggestions for making this time of personal devotions very 
practical.   
 
I. Allow God to Speak to your “Inward Man” as you read God’s 

Written Word 
 

A. Make it a practice to daily read a portion of Scripture 
 
1. Try to read a passage from the Old or New Testaments, 

or both, and from one of the Psalms each day.  I have 
suggested a beginning reading program at the end of this 
lesson.  Try to complete a book of the Bible each month.  
Try to devote thirty minutes to reading and prayer twice 
a day; the first thing in the morning, and the first thing in 
the evening. 
 

"Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor 
stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his 
delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and 
night. He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings 
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forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And 
whatever he does shall prosper." Psalms 1:1-3 

Be aware as you read the books of the Old Testament and 
the first four books of the New Testament, that they are 
primarily a history of how God works in and through His 
people and a perfect example for Christians today who are 
living under the terms of the New Testament and not the 
terms God required of Israel in the Old Testament, a person 
can still profit in his understanding of both because “all 
Scripture is inspired of God and is profitable.”    

 
"Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane 
and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. And their 
message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this 
sort,"  2 Timothy 2:15-17 
 
"Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have 
come."  1 Corinthians 10:11 
 

2. Before you begin to read, ask the Lord to open your 
spiritual eyes of understanding, that you might be 
sensitive to what the Holy Spirit desires for you to notice 
in particular that day.  As you read, take time to meditate 
on the word or words that seem to stand out to you.  
These are clues as to what the Holy Spirit might be 
bringing to your attention as you read the selected 
passage.   
 

B. Try reading different translations of the Bible that are easy 
to understand, like the New King James Bible or the New 
Living Translation or the New American Standard Bible.  
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Note: The best version of the bible is the one YOU read!  
 

1. There are many good English translations of the Bible 
beginning with what was the standard for over 200 years, 
the King James Bible to new translations like the New 
King James Bible and the Christian Standard Bible. With 
the discovery of many more manuscripts and the 
continual change in language, comparing one version 
with another will help the new disciple to better 
understand what God is saying in the text of Scripture.   

2. A Reference Bible is also helpful for more in-depth 
studies.  Reference Bibles have many “cross reference 
verses” in the columns to help you search out other 
relevant passages of the Bible.  

3. A Paraphrased Bible like “The Living Bible” will help to 
understand difficult passages but keep in mind that it is 
more of an “interpretation” of what the Bible is saying 
than a translation of what it actually says. They can be 
very useful and helpful used alongside a translation. 
 

II. Take Time to Speak to God in Response to the Reading of His 
Word 

 
A. Do this through the exercise of prayer 
 

1. The usual way to begin in prayer is to speak to God the 
Father, in the name of Jesus Christ, because it is Jesus 
that has made access to God possible (our Mediator).  
You can say “Heavenly Father, I come to you in the name 
of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  And then continue 
in prayer.  You can then respectfully close your prayer by 
saying, “In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.”  
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"In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your 
name." Matthew 6:9 
"And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son."  John 14:13 

2. Talk to God in normal conversation, just as you would in 
a conversation with a person here on earth.  Do not 
forget, however, that it is God with whom you are 
speaking. Be respectful. He is not “the old man upstairs.”  
 
NOTE: When speaking to persons of high authority, even 
though they may be a friend, respect is given. God is our 
creator, savior, sovereign and eternal LORD. The first 
person of the Trinity is “Our Father.” Jesus the second 
person of the Trinity is our Savior and High Priest. Jesus 
became a Man, 2nd Adam, so as to relate with us as 
humans. 
 

"But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the 
suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace 
of God, might taste death for everyone. For it was fitting for Him, for 
whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons 
to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. For both He who sanctifies and those who are being 
sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, saying: "I WILL DECLARE YOUR NAME TO MY BRETHREN; IN 
THE MIDST OF THE ASSEMBLY I WILL SING PRAISE TO YOU." And again: 
"I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM." And again: "HERE AM I AND THE 
CHILDREN WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN ME." Inasmuch then as the children 
have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the 
same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of 
death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage."  Hebrews 2:9-15  
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3. Try to be in a private place where you can pray out loud 
as much as possible.  In this manner, you will be better 
able to focus your mind on what you are saying, and the 
tone in which you express your feelings to God.  The 
words “call” and “cry” are the most common words for 
prayer in the Psalms.  That is how you first became a 
Christian (Cf. Romans 10:9-10 and 1 Corinthians 1:1-2 – 
lesson 3). 

 
Talk to God about key words or phrases that seemed to stand out to 
you as you read the Bible.   
 
Respond to what you are reading in the following manner: 

 
-Is there a sin I need to confess?  

 
"But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all 
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  1 John 1:7-9  
Note:  A believer in Christ has been redeemed from the curse of God upon 
him and forgiven of all his sins.  This passage in 1 John has to do with 
experiencing daily fellowship with God.  Just as there might be tension in 
the home between a father and his son, there might also be tension in 
the believer’s ability to commune with his heavenly Father because of 
some recent sin.  Resolving this issue with God through prayer must be 
first and foremost, if genuine communication with God is to take place. 
 

-Is there something I should praise God for in terms of who He is? 
-Is there something God has done in my life for which I should 
thank God? 
-Is there something in my life for which I want to ask God for 
help? 
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4. Maintain a record of your personal devotions, key 

thoughts, any questions for further research, and any 
decisions you made by way of application that day to 
what you read. Maintain this record in a Devotional 
Journal and a Prayer Journal.   

 
5. If you miss a day, pick up where you left off the next day.  

The important thing is to remember that you have a 
relationship with GOD. Relationships take time and 
focus. Make fellowship with GOD in the Word and Prayer 
a daily part of your life. He is always with you. Don’t 
ignore Him. What kind of a relationship would that be? 

 
Questions to Answer 

1. What is the practice of having “Daily Devotions”? 
 

2. How is study of the Bible different from the practice of “Daily 
Devotions?” 
 

3. What should the disciple keep in mind when reading different 
books of the Bible? 
 

4. What is the best translation of the Bible? 
 

5. Do you have a good Reference Study Bible for further study? 
 

6. Why is maintaining a “Prayer Journal” important? 
 

7. Are you ready to start a daily “Devotional Journal?” 
 

8. Memorize Psalm 119:11 
 
Is There Anything You Do Not Understand About This Lesson? 
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BIBLE HELPS 
Hope Builders Ministries has many helpful studies available online and on 
the Hope Builders Disciple-Makers Phone App. 
 
We are blessed to live in a time when technology has enabled the 
common man to have thousands of resources at his fingertips! There are 
many APPS you can put on your smartphone or laptop that are extremely 
helpful in studying the Scriptures. 
 

Check out these Apps and Programs for your smart Phone and PC: 
 

Hope Builders Ministries Phone App (Daily Reading Program) 
YouVersion Bible app 
THE BLUE LETTER BIBLE (very good study tool) 
The Mini Bible College app 
E-Sword (excellent Bible Study Tool with many free bible versions, 
commentaries and dictionaries) 
 

ONLINE: 
www.e-sword.net 
www.minibiblecollege.org 
www.freebiblecommentary.org  
www.faithcomesbyhearing.com 
www.Bible.Is 
 

Since you have been spiritually raised from the dead to live a new kind of 
life with Christ (you are saved!), seek what is from above in the heavenlies, 
where Christ Jesus is seated at God’s right hand of authority and honor. 
Fix your thinking on what is above, be heavenly minded, not earthly 
minded. For you died to the old things of this world when you were born 
again, and your very life has been hidden with Christ in God. When Jesus 
Christ, who is your very life, is revealed when he returns to this earth to 
establish His Kingdom, then YOU will also be revealed to everyone WITH 
Him in His glory!   Colossians 3:1-4 paraphrased and amplified   
 



 74 

A SUGGESTED BEGINNING READING PLAN 
 

1st Month of Reading (emphasizing historical events) 
 

A. The book of Genesis  (From creation to the rule of 
Joseph in Egypt) 

B. The Gospel of Matthew (Jesus’ birth to Jesus death 
and resurrection) 

C. A Psalm each day 
 

2nd  Month of Reading (emphasizing historical events) 
 

A. The Gospel of John  (Jesus is God’s Divine Son. 
Believe in Him for Eternal Life) 

B. The book of Exodus  (The beginning of the nation 
Israel and the Mosaic Law) 

C. A Psalm each day 
 

3rd Month of Reading  
(emphasizing the beginning of Christianity) 

 
A. The Gospel of Luke  (Luke’s first letter to a Roman 

Government official explaining how Christianity 
began with Jesus Christ) 

B. The Book of Acts (Luke’s second letter explaining 
how Christianity flourished after Christ died, rose 
again, and ascended into heaven)  

C. A Psalm each day 
  

4th Month of Reading  
(emphasizing Salvation and how to live the Christian Life) 

 
A. The book of Romans  (emphasizing justification and 

sanctification by faith) 
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B. The book of Galatians  (emphasizing faith in the 
power of the cross for Christian Living, rather than 
trying to “walk” by the terms of the Mosaic Law) 

C. A Proverb each day 
 

This gives the reader a good start in learning the basic facts of 
Biblical history that will help the disciple understand the rest of 
the books as he continues to read the Old and New Testaments. 

 

Write down any questions as you read for further inquiry as to 
how to interpret what is stated.   
 
Think about seeking answers to these questions from the leaders 
of your local church, or Christians who have studied with Hope 
Builders Ministries. A good reference Study Bible will help at 
times.  However, as you make a practice of reading all of God’s 
Word, you will discover that the Bible answers, sooner or later, 
many questions you have at the time.  
 
Remember, “Context is King.” The Bible means what is says in its 
context, that is, what comes before and after the text you are 
reading. Remember the Bible is ONE BOOK written by ONE 
Author (the Holy Spirit), written in different times by different 
human authors with different styles and different cultures than 
ours. It is our task to discover the meaning, the “timeless truth” 
and then to apply the principles to our own lives. 
 
Record what you read each day in a Devotional Journal, as well 
as key thoughts that come to your mind when reading.   Also use 
this same Journal to write down questions as they arise for 
further research. 
 

NOTE: Dr. Carfrey has a One Year Bible Reading Program with 
Summarization Notes for each section being read that day. It is 
available on the Hope Builders Disciple Makers phone app. 
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Part Three: BECOMING LIKE CHRIST 
Lesson 7: Christ’s New Life and Nature 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The goal of being Christ’s disciple should be to remind others of Jesus in 
our daily life and conduct.  Disciples were first labeled as being Christians 
in Antioch of Syria, after having been instructed in the Christian way of 
life by the apostle Paul, Acts 11:26.  Trying to be Christ-like is impossible 
by one’s own self-effort.  It requires that Jesus Christ himself live out his 
life through us as of the day we first call upon his name for salvation (See 
Lesson 3). Let’s first look at the impact of Christ’s life when he was here 
on the earth, and then how Christ’s new life and righteous nature is 
imparted to us.   
 
It is vital that the disciple master the content of this instruction, because 
the next three lessons are the key to living the Christian way of life.  They 
are also more difficult to comprehend without God’s help, in that they 
are dealing with the spiritual, not the physical.   
 
MEMORIZE: John 1:1 
 
I. Christ’s Example  
 

A. When Jesus Christ was on the earth, his righteous life was 
like a light penetrating the darkness of man 
 

1. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through 
Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 
made."  John 1:1-3 

Note:  The apostle John begins his discussion of the life of Jesus 
Christ by calling him the “WORD” (LOGOS). He testifies that this 
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person was God in the very beginning, and was also with God.  He 
says that he created everything and that nothing exists that he 
did not create.   
 
Of whom is John speaking?  He answers this question in the 
verses that follow.  He reveals that this person, though being 
God from the very beginning, became a man and lived among 
men,  

2. "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth."  John 1:14 

John then writes that his name is Jesus Christ  
3. "And of His fullness we have all received, and grace 

for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ." John 
1:16-17 

In other words, the apostle John wanted the reader of his Gospel 
account to realize that Jesus Christ of Nazareth was God’s 
revelation of Himself to man on earth!  Jesus Christ is both God 
and man. 
 

4. "In Him was life, and the life was the light of 
men."   John 1:4 

Note:  The word “life” is referring to the kind of life Jesus lived for 
thirty-three years when he was on the earth.  John writes that 
the life Jesus lived was the “light of men.”  He means that 
mankind had never seen anyone live the kind of righteous life 
that Jesus manifested before sinful man.  His life revealed man’s 
sinfulness and need of a Savior. 
 

5. "And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not comprehend it."   John 1:5 
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Note:  The phrase “did not comprehend it” means that man tried 
to snuff out Christ’s life and light, even as thick darkness 
overwhelms and shuts out any light.  This is John’s way of 
introducing the fact that sinful men would deliver Jesus over to 
be crucified, but that they could not snuff out his life.  The reason 
being, Jesus rose from the dead in victory over death and the 
grave.  (Read Gospel of John chapters nineteen and twenty.) 

 
B. When Jesus Christ was on the earth, his righteous life and 

light convicted men of their darkness of sin 
 

1. "For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved. He who believes in 
Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the 
condemnation, that the light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to 
the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they 
have been done in God."  John 3:16-21 

Note:  These verses explain why many, though seeing the way 
that he lived, did not come to him that they might be saved.  It is 
because they loved the cover of darkness and did not want to 
come to Jesus who would bring to light their sin and need to be 
saved.  In other words, they did not want to repent towards God, 
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which is the first step towards being saved and becoming a 
Christian.  (Lesson 3.) 
 
The wonderful truth about becoming Christ’s disciple is that 
Christ shares his righteous life and nature with his disciples.  Jesus 
called it being “born again.” This refers to a new life the believer 
receives in his body on the day he believes in Christ and becomes 
a child of God. 
 

II. Christ’s New Life and Righteous Nature Is Imparted to His 
Disciples 

 
A. It is Received from Christ as a Gift 
 

1. "Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the 
world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to 
all men, because all sinned— (For until the law sin was 
in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no 
law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over those who had not sinned according to the 
likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of 
Him who was to come." Romans 5:12-14 

Note:  These verses explain why we all die.  A nature or natural 
inclination to sin is passed down to us by birth through the 
bloodline of the first man.  Adam was the first to knowingly sin 
without being deceived, and because his nature to sin is passed 
down to us by birth, we all die.  The apostle Paul gives evidence 
of this in pointing out that for over two thousand years man died, 
even though the moral Law of God had not yet been given by 
which man will be condemned for his own sins.   
 

2. "But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one 
man's offense many died, much more the grace of God 
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and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, 
abounded to many. And the gift is not like that which 
came through the one who sinned. For the judgment 
which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, 
but the free gift which came from many offenses 
resulted in justification. For if by the one man's offense 
death reigned through the one, much more those who 
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus 
Christ.) Therefore, as through one man's offense 
judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, 
even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift 
came to all men, resulting in justification of life. For as 
by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so 
also by one Man's obedience many will be made 
righteous."   Romans 5:15-19 

Note:  In contrast to Adam’s sinful nature and death being passed 
down to us by birth, those who put their trust in Christ receive 
the free gift of his righteous life and nature by which we are saved 
and promised eternal life.  By one man Adam, and his one sin, we 
are condemned to die.  But by one man, Jesus Christ and his 
perfect life without sin, we are saved and given His eternal life.  
So as the disobedience of one resulted in sin and death for all 
mankind, so the obedience of one results in righteousness and 
eternal life for those who put their trust in him. 
 
B. It is Not Received by Any Good Works of our Own 
 

1. "And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins, in which you once walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted 
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ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, just as the others."  Ephesians 2:1-3 

 
Note:  Prior to receiving Christ’s life and righteous nature, God 
regards man as being dead in trespasses and sins.  That is, he is 
already dying the first death in his body because of Adam’s sin, 
and he is also headed for God’s condemnation for his own sin in 
a second death.   
 

2. "But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved), and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus."  Ephesians 2:4-7 

 
Note:  But God in his great love and mercy has provided a way for 
us to be “quickened” or made alive with Christ and are no longer 
considered to be children of wrath and disobedience. 
 

3. "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 
lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them."  Ephesians 2:8-10 
 

Note:  We cannot boast in anything we have done to save 
ourselves.  Rather we have been saved by God’s grace through 
faith alone in what Jesus has done for us.  However, now that we 
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are saved and have been made alive in Christ, we are in a position 
to do good works that are acceptable to God. 
 

4.  "not by works of righteousness which we have done, but  
according to His mercy He saved us”  Titus 3:5a 

 
C. It is Received in a New Spiritual Birth by the Holy Spirit 

 
1. "He was in the world, and the world was made through 

Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His 
own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as 
received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, to those who believe in His name: who 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God."   John 1:10-13 
 

Note: When Jesus came to earth, he ministered in the land of 
Israel.  So the outside world did not know who he was.  And when 
he came to his own, referring to the Jewish nation of Israel most 
rejected him and delivered him over to the Roman Government 
to be crucified.  The apostle John had the privilege of actually 
seeing and hearing Jesus over a period of three years.  He testifies 
that he became a believer in Christ by being an eyewitness.   
 
But the apostle John writes that whether one saw Jesus when he 
was on the earth or not, he can still become God’s child, provided 
that he receives by faith the testimony of those who did see him 
and become his disciple.  This new birth is of God, not of man. 

 
2. "There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 

ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and 
said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that You 
do unless God is with him." Jesus answered and said to 



 83 

him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Nicodemus 
said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and 
be born?" Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born 
again.' The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear 
the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and 
where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.""  John 3:1-8 

Note:  This new birth is of a spiritual nature, not a physical nature. Jesus 
informs Nicodemus, a very religious Jew, that he needed to be born again 
in order to enter the kingdom of God.  Jesus tells him that this new birth 
is of a spiritual nature, and is the work of the Holy Spirit on the inside of 
man.  Jesus compares it to both water and wind; water that both washes 
and refreshes the body, and wind which cannot be seen, but is certainly 
felt.   

 
3. "Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this 

water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water 
that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I 
shall give him will become in him a fountain of water 
springing up into everlasting life." John 4:13-14 

Note:  This new birth quenches one’s thirsty soul spiritually. 
Physical water quenches one’s physical thirst temporarily, but 
has to be quenched again and again.  Jesus compares the water 
of life he gives to that which is eternal in nature, and never has 
to be given again and again. 
  



 84 

4. "On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to 
Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture 
has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water." 
But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those 
believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was 
not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified."   
John 7:37-39 

Note:  This new birth was not available to man until Jesus was 
glorified. Jesus made it clear that this water of new life could not 
be given until he first ascended into heaven, after which he would 
send the Holy Spirit to give it to those who believe in him.  It is 
the Holy Spirit who comes to reside in the body of the new 
believer who imparts this new life. 
 
Note:  Believers in Old Testament times were justified by faith, 
but were not born again with Christ’s new life, because Jesus had 
not yet come.  They are now born again and are in heaven as the 
“spirits of just men made perfect.” The difference for us today as 
Christ’s disciple is that we experience this new birth while still 
living in these sinful bodies. 

 
5. But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior 

toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved 
us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of 
the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior,  Titus 3:4-6 

Note: It is this new birth with Christ’s life on the inside that 
enables the believer to live differently than he did before 

 
6. For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared 

to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
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worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope 
and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for 
Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 
Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all 
authority. Let no one despise you. Titus 2:11-15 

Note:  This work of the Holy Spirit is called “regeneration,” and 
was not made available to man until Jesus first came to provide 
it through his perfect life, death on the cross for our sins, and 
resurrection.  
 

CONCLUSION 
One of the mysteries that Christ revealed to the apostle Paul is 

that God’s people have a whole new way of living today.  Christ actually 
lives spiritually within every believer today.  This is made possible by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, who –upon coming to dwell within us -
regenerates us.  That is, He causes us to be spiritually born again with 
Christ’s new righteous life and nature on the inside.     
 
The Church "of which I became a minister according to the stewardship 
from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, the 
mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now 
has been revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make known what 
are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory."   Colossians 1:25-27 
 

Apart from Christ living his life in us by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, it is impossible to live the Christian life by our efforts alone.  We 
cannot become Christ-like, without Christ!  The question is, once we have 
been born again, how can we allow that new life to grow in our daily 
experience to the point where people see the difference Christ makes in 
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the life of his disciple?  How can we grow to the point where others truly 
look at us, like they did the new converts in Antioch of Syria, and call us 
“Christians?”  That is the topic of the next two lessons on discipleship in 
this level of instruction. 

 
Questions to Answer 
Pertaining to John 1  

1. How was Christ’s life the light of men when he was on the earth?  
John 1:4 

2. What do the words “comprehended it not” mean?  John 1:5 
3. What does the word “darkness” refer to?  John 1:5  (compare 

John 3:19) 
4. Have you “received” Christ?  What does that mean?  John 1:12 

Pertaining to John 3 
1. What was Nicodemus thinking of by his question regarding 

being born again?  John 3:4 
2. How does John’s record of what Jesus said to the Samaritan 

woman help us to understand Christ’s use of the word “water” 
in describing the new birth? Compare John 3:5-6 w/ 4:13-14 

3. How does the “wind” compare to a person’s experience of the 
new birth?  John 3:8 

Pertaining to John 7 
How do we know that the experience of being born again was not 
possible until Jesus first died on the cross, rose again, and ascended into 
heaven?  Jn 7:36-37 
 
Pertaining to Romans 5 
How do we know that Romans 5:12 is referring to the first death, and 
not the second death? 
 
Pertaining to Ephesians 2 
How does vs. 5 help to explain the meaning of the word “dead” in vs. 1? 
 



 87 

Pertaining to Titus 3 
1. How does the word “washing” in verse five help to explain John’s 

use of the word “water” in John 3:5?  
2. How do we know this is not referring to any water outside of the 

body?   
Note:  Compare John 4:14 

Is There Anything You Do Not Understand About This Lesson? 
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Part Three: BECOMING CHRIST-LIKE 
Lesson 8: Christ’s Spiritual Baptism 
 
Memory Verses:  
"Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life."  Romans 6:4 
 
"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me." Galatians 2:20 
 
INTRODUCTION 

In the conclusion of the last lesson we noted that apart from 
Christ living his life in us by the power of the Holy Spirit, it is impossible 
to live the Christian life by our efforts alone.  We cannot become Christ-
like, without Christ!  The question is, once we have been regenerated or 
born again, how can we allow that new life to grow in our daily 
experience to the point of reminding people of what they hear Jesus was 
like?  How can we grow to the point where others truly look at us, like 
they did the disciples in Antioch of Syria, and call us “Christians?”  

 
"And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that 
for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great 
many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in 
Antioch."  Acts 11:26 
 

The chief hindrance to Christ’s life and righteous nature growing 
within us is the sin nature with which we were born in the flesh from 
Adam.  Even though Christ’s life was imparted to our human spirit or 
“inward man,” we still have to deal with the sin nature that dwells in our 
body or “outward man.”  The apostle Paul wrote about his own struggle 
as a new believer between the two natures.  He wrote that the nature to 
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sin in his flesh, or outward man, hindered him from fulfilling his delight 
to do the will of God in his inward man. 

 
"For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to 
will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. 
For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, 
that I practice. Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do 
it, but sin that dwells in me. I find then a law, that evil is present with 
me, the one who wills to do good. For I delight in the law of God 
according to the inward man. But I see another law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of sin which is in my members."  Romans 7:18-23 
 
 The solution to this struggle was revealed to Paul soon after his 
conversion on the road to Damascus, when the Lord directed him to leave 
Damascus and live in Arabia for three years. 
 
"But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb 
and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might 
preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh 
and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles 
before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to 
Damascus."  Galatians 1:15-17 
 
It was during this time period prior to his ministry, that the Lord 
revealed to him that he was to live by the power of what Jesus did for 
him on the cross, rather than live as though he was still under the 
authority of the Mosaic Law.  This was a major change for Paul, in that 
he had been a strict Pharisee before he met Christ on the road to 
Damascus.  Paul learned that when he trusted in Jesus, Christ baptized 
him into union with Himself in heaven.  This is a spiritual baptism 
performed by Christ from heaven, rather than a baptism with water 
performed by man. 
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"I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming 
after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His 
hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather 
His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.""  Matthew 3:11-12 
 
NOTE: Who is doing the baptizing? It is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, not 
the Holy Spirit.  And note the two baptisms, the FIRST with the Spirit 
because of His first coming and the SECOND with fire at the second 
coming of Christ in these verses by John the Baptizer. Note also that 
Jesus is a Jew speaking in the Old Testament era. He is remembering the 
prophet Joel and many other OT prophets looking for the coming 
Messiah to establish the Kingdom of God on earth. 
 
Paul learned from Christ himself that this new spiritual baptism provides 
a new way to live pleasing to God.  That is the topic of this lesson.   
 
I. The Key to Preventing Addiction to Sin 

 
A. Knowing our position in Christ 

Some people accused Paul of teaching that since God justifies a sinner by 
God’s grace or favor through faith alone in the blood of Jesus Christ, that 
the believer can continue to sin after he is saved without incurring God’s 
disfavor. Paul strongly objects to this distortion of his teaching in Romans 
6:1-14.  The following is a brief summary of what he had to say. 
 

1. Believers should not use God’s grace in salvation as an 
excuse to keep on sinning, because they have died to sin 
in Christ.   

 
"What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in 
it?"  Romans 6:1-2 
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Note:  This is a paradox.  Why would Paul warn the disciple to not 
continue a life style of sin, if he says he is “dead to sin?”  He answers this 
question in the next verse. 

 
2. Believers should realize that because they have been 

identified with Jesus Christ through spiritual baptism, 
they are thereby connected to the power of what he did 
for them in his crucified body.  It is in this sense that 
disciples are “dead to sin” and should not continue to sin. 
Believers now live in a new, loving RELATIONSHIP with 
God because they are IDENTIFIED with Christ through 
spiritual baptism. All that He did to conquer sin and 
death has been applied to each and every believer. 
 

"Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death?"   Romans 6:3 
 

3. Christ’s disciples today should start living a new way of 
life after they are saved, because their baptism into 
Christ means that they are also identified with him in his 
resurrection.  After all, Christ both died and rose again.  
 

 "Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united 
together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the 
likeness of His resurrection,"  Romans 6:4-5 
 
Note:  Christ arose with his righteous life and nature available in his 
resurrected body.  A believer in Christ has been baptized or identified 
with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection and should be walking 
here on earth with a different kind of life style than he did prior to being 
saved.  Whether the disciple experiences this new way of living is 
dependent upon his following Paul’s instructions in verses eleven 
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through fourteen.  The words “planted together” mean the potential of 
growing in the likeness of what Christ did for us in his death and 
resurrection, even as a seed is planted in the ground and then nurtured 
to grow. 

4. Believers should also know that one of the purposes for 
Christ’s crucifixion, was that we should no longer be 
addicted to any sinful temptations at work in our minds 
and bodies.   
 

"knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of 
sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of 
sin."   Romans 6:6 
 
Note:  The term “old man” refers to the sin nature that has been passed 
down since Adam first sinned.  This nature that we all inherit in Adam has 
been around for a long time, and is therefore “old.”  
 
"Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death 
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned. 
Romans 5:12 
 
When Jesus died on the cross, he not only shed his precious blood to 
deliver us from the penalty of the sins we commit, but he also 
condemned our sin nature in his crucified body to deliver us from the 
power of sin in us today.  The word “destroyed” explains Christ’s victory 
for us over our sin nature.  This means that from now on, from the day 
we are saved and baptized spiritually into union with Christ’s body in 
heaven, we no longer have to serve sin. We should not be “slaves to sin,” 
that is we should not be addicted to any sin. 

 
5.   Believers can be confident that this new life will  
      always be available in the risen Christ, because he –      
      having once died to condemn sin in his body - will  
      never need to die again. 
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Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 
knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. 
Death no longer has dominion over Him. For the death that He died, He 
died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.  
Romans 6:8-10 
 
that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do 
not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. Romans 8:4 
 
II. Summarizing Why Believers Should Not Continue Sinning 

 
A. An Illustration 

A physical illustration that might help us understand what the apostle 
Paul describes is an electrical receptacle.  The receptacle indicates that 
there is a power line behind the wall that connects to a power supply, 
even though it cannot be seen.  Our receptacle, so to speak, to God’s 
power supply for us to be Christ-like, is our spiritual baptism into Christ 
in heaven.   It too is unseen, but nevertheless very real.   Just as the Holy 
Spirit imparts the seed of that new life to our inward man when He 
regenerates us, He also helps us to experience the power of our baptism 
into Christ, and what Jesus did for us in his death and resurrection.  
 
In other words, believers do sin at times in their thoughts, but they do 
not have to go further and surrender the members of their bodies to carry 
out those sinful desires.   

 
The first key is knowing our new position in Christ.   
The second key is explained by the apostle Paul in the remaining verses. 

 
B. Applying our position in Christ 

 
There is no benefit in knowing about our new position in Christ, if we do 
not know how to apply this truth to our lives when we are tempted to 
sin.  Take special note of what Paul says to do when tempted.   
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1. First, there is a way we must think as Christians when we 
first sense a sinful thought or desire arise in our hearts 
and minds. 
 

"Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive 
to God in Christ Jesus our Lord."   Romans 6:11 
 
Note:  The word “Reckon” means to add up the facts of what we know.  
And what we know from the preceding verses is our new position in Christ 
as a result of our spiritual baptism.  Even though we are being tempted 
to sin, we should think of ourselves as being incapable of carrying out 
those lusts or forbidden desires, since we are dead to sin in Christ. 

 
2. Second, we should therefore not allow any sinful desire 

to “reign over us.”  That is, we should not allow ourselves 
to become addicted to any sinful lust by yielding to its 
temptation. 

 
"Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey 
it in its lusts."  Romans 6:12 
 

3. Third, we should not surrender the use of our members  
to carry out sinful thoughts and desires, but instead 
yield the members of our body to carry out new desires 
available to us because we are also alive in Christ.   

Note:  The means by which we do this is through prayer at the time when 
we are being tempted, and waiting upon the Lord to change the kind of 
desire we feel, from that which is sinful to that which is righteous. 

 
"And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to 
sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness to God."  Romans 6:13 
 

C. Illustrating the “change” of behavior 
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The apostle Paul describes this change as “putting off the old 
man” and its sinful desires, to “putting on the new man” 
which enables us to be Christ-like in our conduct.   

 
If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.  2  Set your mind on things 
above, not on things on the earth.  3  For you died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God.  4  When Christ who is our life appears, then you also 
will appear with Him in glory.  5  Therefore put to death your members 
which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry.  6  Because of these things the wrath of 
God is coming upon the sons of disobedience,  7  in which you yourselves 
once walked when you lived in them.  8  But now you yourselves are to 
put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of 
your mouth.  9  Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old 
man with his deeds,  10  and have put on the new man who is renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,  11  where 
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. Colossians 3:1-11   
 

D. It is by GRACE that a disciple avoids being a “slave” to sin.  
 

Note:  In other words, it is God’s grace towards the disciple through Christ 
that gives him the power to avoid becoming addicted to any sin after he 
is saved.  What the apostle Paul means is that a believer doesn’t have to 
yield to sinful desires in transgressing the Law of God.  AND not only this, 
but God, in His grace, does not allow us to be tempted beyond our ability 
to bear it and will always provide a “way of escape” from the temptation. 
 
"For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but 
under grace."  Romans 6:14 
"No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; 
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 
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you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, 
that you may be able to bear it."   1 Corinthians 10:13 

III. The Importance of Preventing Addiction to Sin 

It determines the believer’s quality of life.  There is a “law of sin and 
death,” and there is the “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.”  Walking 
with our mind under the control of our sinful flesh is called a carnal mind 
in the New Testament and can lead to a premature physical death.  
Walking with the Holy Spirit in control of our mind is said to be spiritually 
minded, and enables the believer to be set free from the “law of sin and 
death.”  In other words, the believer can choose to really live while dying, 
or die while living. 

A. Which law do you want to be operating in your body now as 
a disciple? 
1. There is a judgment from God now upon the body of the 

believer in the “law of sin and death,” and there is a way 
to be set free from that judgment through the “law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.”  

"I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do 
good. For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. But I 
see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 
O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 
I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I 
myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin."  Romans 
7:21-25 

"There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, 
who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law 
of sin and death."   Romans 8:1-2 

Note: The word “condemnation” is actually referring judgment against 
the “slavery to sin” in the body as it is understood in Romans 5:16, 18.  
Paul is not speaking of God’s future condemnation, but of His divine 
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judgment “now” against sin in the body of the believer because of his 
identification with the crucified body of Christ. You have died with Christ 
to sin. Sin no longer has authority over you. “No condemnation” means 
there is no longer any slavery to sin because it has been judged at the 
Cross in the crucified body of Christ. 

The believer’s assurance of no future condemnation is stated in 8:38-39. 

2. This new life is made possible, not by our efforts to keep 
the Mosaic Law, but by what Jesus did for us on the cross 
in condemning our nature to sin in his own body on the 
tree.   

"For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account 
of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit."  Romans 8:3-4 

3. How do we know when our mind is “carnal” or under the 
control of our sinful flesh, and when our mind is under 
the control of the Holy Spirit?        
"For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to 
the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally 
minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 
So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God."  Romans 8:5-8 

B. How to determine whether one is carnal or spiritual? 
1. Do you feel Christ’s life and peace in your inner man? 

a. Do you desire to read the Word? 
b. Do you desire to pray? 
c. Do you desire to attend the gathering of fellow  

believers? 
d. Do you desire to obey God’s commands? 
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e. Do you desire to avoid worldly pleasures? 
 

But if the believer senses a lack of interest in doing these things of a 
spiritual nature, or if he senses a resistance to doing so, he needs to be 
aware that at that moment his mind is carnal and not spiritual.   
 

2. If not sooner or later, you will sin unless the mind is 
brought back under the control of the Holy Spirit.  

 
NOTE: It is therefore imperative that a believer learns to allow Christ to 
supernaturally give him the power to change from a carnal mind to a 
spiritual mind.  This is accomplished through time spent with God in 
prayer, and waiting upon God in prayer.  This is a matter of faith in the 
power of Christ’s crucified body into which he has been spiritually 
baptized, and a matter of reliance upon the help of the Holy Spirit to 
make that spiritual baptism real in his life as he pray.  It takes both the 
believer’s prayer and the help of the Holy Spirit to “put to death” sinful 
desires as they first enter the believer’s mind. 
 
"For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live."  Romans 8:13 
 
"Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know 
what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who 
searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He 
makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God." Romans 
8:26-27 

3. This is what the apostle Paul emphasizes in his other 
epistles as well, in living the Christian way of life.  The 
believer’s sin nature cannot be brought under control 
apart from the power of Christ and the cross.  And it is 
only by experiencing victory over temptation through the 
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power of the cross that the believer is able to boast in 
the Lord, and not in his own efforts to live Christ-like.     

 
"Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present 
evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,"  Galatians 1:3-4 
 
Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; and I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
 
QUESTIONS TO ANSWER 

• Can you explain what Paul means by our “baptism into Christ?”  
(Romans 6:3-4) 
 

• What are the two keys to preventing our becoming addicted to 
any sin, after one is saved and becomes a disciple of Christ? 
 

• What divine law counters the “law of sin and death” at work in 
the body of the believer? 
 

• How can a person sense when his mind is carnal, or under the 
control of his sinful flesh, and therefore vulnerable to 
temptation to sin? 
 

• How can the disciple have a mind change from that which is 
carnal to that which is spiritual? 
 

• Why is it important that a disciple learn how to avoid becoming 
addicted to any sinful habit? 
 

• Have you memorized Romans 6:4 and Galatians 2:20? 
Do You Have Any Further Questions about This Lesson? 
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Part Three: BECOMING CHRIST-LIKE 
Lesson 9: Christ’s Threefold Cleansing 
 
Memorize:  
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. My little children, 
these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He 
Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for 
the whole world."   1 John 1:9-2:2 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

In the previous lesson on “Learning to become Christ-like” we 
emphasized the need to overcome being addicted to any sin through our 
spiritual baptism into union with Jesus Christ.  It is what Christ did for us 
in his death, burial, and resurrection that becomes our power supply to 
help us avoid yielding to temptation to sin in our mortal bodies.  So we 
ask, what happens when a disciple sins?  Should he fear losing his 
salvation?   Should he just ignore what he has done, and choose to press 
on?   If God has already forgiven him, does he still need to be forgiven? 

The answer to these questions lie in one’s understanding of the 
threefold cleansing of the blood of Jesus Christ, which replaces the three 
different types of sin offerings presented to God by the Levitical priests 
under the Mosaic Covenant prior to the death of Christ.   

The purpose for this lesson is to explain those three types and 
compare them to the three ways in which a disciple experiences God’s 
forgiveness and cleansing today. 

 
I. The Three Types of Sin Offerings under the Mosaic Law 

 
A. The Annual Day of Atonement – Eternal Life 
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1. Israel is the only nation in human history with whom God 
made a covenant to be their God and them His people.  
Yet this special relationship with God had to be renewed 
every year.   

Then he shall make atonement for the Holy Sanctuary, and he shall 
make atonement for the tabernacle of meeting and for the altar, and he 
shall make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the 
assembly. This shall be an everlasting statute for you, to make 
atonement for the children of Israel, for all their sins, once a year. And 
he did as the LORD commanded Moses."  Leviticus 16:33-34 
 
Note:  The whole chapter gives detailed instructions for the Jewish nation 
on how to observe this special event. 
 

2. The reason this animal blood sacrifice had to be repeated 
again each year is because no animal blood sacrifice 
could make sinners perfect in the sight of God.   

 
"For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the 
very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which 
they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect. 
For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, 
once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins. But in 
those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is not 
possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away 
sins."   Hebrews 10:1-4 
 

3. The people could never have the assurance of being 
eternally forgiven through those offerings, because it is 
not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats could 
permanently remove sins.  Old Testament saints looked 
to a Savior God promised to send, the Messiah, by whose 
blood they would have eternal life.  
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"All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his 
own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all."  Isaiah 
53:6 
 
"The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! 
The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"  John 1:29 
 

B. The Daily Sin Offering – Fellowship with God 
 
1. This sin offering could be offered on any day of the year 

in which the individual Israelite became aware of a sin he 
had committed against the Law of God.  The details of 
this sin offering are given in Leviticus chapters four, five, 
and six.  The kind of animal they were to offer to God by 
way of sacrifice depended upon their status as an 
Israelite citizen. 

2. The issue at stake was not covenant relationship with 
God, but with daily fellowship.  It enabled the Israelite to 
come to the Temple to worship God without fear of 
displeasing God.   The Daily Sin Offering, however, was 
not permitted to be presented to cover sins, which had 
been committed purposely against the Law of God.  Only 
sins of “ignorance.” 

 
"'And if a person sins unintentionally, then he shall bring a female goat 
in its first year as a sin offering. So the priest shall make atonement for 
the person who sins unintentionally, when he sins unintentionally before 
the LORD, to make atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven him. You 
shall have one law for him who sins unintentionally, for him who is 
native-born among the children of Israel and for the stranger who dwells 
among them. 'But the person who does anything presumptuously, 
whether he is native-born or a stranger, that one brings reproach on the 
LORD, and he shall be cut off from among his people. Because he has 
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despised the word of the LORD, and has broken His commandment, that 
person shall be completely cut off; his guilt shall be upon him.'” Numbers 
15:27-31 
 
Note:  This is the reason David prayed the kind of prayer he did regarding 
his own sin.      
 
"Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; Let them not 
have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, And I shall be 
innocent of great transgression."  Psalms 19:13 
 
"Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, The God of my 
salvation, And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness. O Lord, 
open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. For You do not 
desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt 
offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a 
contrite heart—These, O God, You will not despise." Psalms 51:14-17 
 

C. Ceremonial Cleansing – Defilement of Sin 
 
1. This cleansing was provided for by the ashes of a red 

heifer whose blood had been shed as a sin offering.  It 
involved the sprinkling of holy water mixed with the 
ashes of the red heifer upon the body or the clothing of 
the Israelite, which had become defiled by contact.  Here 
are some examples in Numbers 19. 
 
And for an unclean person they shall take some of the 
ashes of the heifer burnt for purification from sin, and 
running water shall be put on them in a vessel. Numbers 
19:17 
 
"The clean person shall sprinkle the unclean on the third 
day and on the seventh day; and on the seventh day he 



 104 

shall purify himself, wash his clothes, and bathe in water; 
and at evening he shall be clean."  Numbers 19:19 

 
2. God desired to teach the Israelites the difference 

between that which is clean, and that which is unclean.  
Thus if any Israelite came into contact with that which 
was unclean outwardly, he had to observe a time of 
ceremonial cleansing before he could enter the Temple 
for worship because he had been defiled. 

"'But the man who is unclean and does not purify himself, that person 
shall be cut off from among the assembly, because he has defiled the 
sanctuary of the LORD. The water of purification has not been sprinkled 
on him; he is unclean. It shall be a perpetual statute for them. He who 
sprinkles the water of purification shall wash his clothes; and he who 
touches the water of purification shall be unclean until evening. 
Whatever the unclean person touches shall be unclean; and the person 
who touches it shall be unclean until evening.' ""  Numbers 19:20-22 
 
II. Their Replacement in the Blood of Jesus Christ 

 
A. The Annual Day of Atonement Has Been Replaced with the 

Blood of Christ 
 
1. There needed to be a blood atonement whereby God 

could establish a permanent relationship with His 
people, a relationship, which did not need to be 
renewed.  Jesus Christ volunteered to become a man in 
a human body prepared for him by God, which would 
replace the blood of bulls and of goats.   

But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is not 
possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. 
Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: SACRIFICE AND 
OFFERING YOU DID NOT DESIRE, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME. IN 
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BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES FOR SIN YOU HAD NO PLEASURE. THEN I 
SAID, 'BEHOLD, I HAVE COME— IN THE VOLUME OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN 
OF ME— TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD. Hebrews 10:3-7 
 

2. It is because of the value of Jesus’ blood that a believer 
is made perfect in the sight of God. Since the blood of 
Christ eternally saves a believer, there is no more need 
for an Annual Day of Atonement. 

"By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest stands ministering daily and 
offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 
But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat 
down at the right hand of God, from that time waiting till His enemies 
are made His footstool. For by one offering He has perfected forever 
those who are being sanctified. But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; 
for after He had said before, "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE 
WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS 
INTO THEIR HEARTS, AND IN THEIR MINDS I WILL WRITE THEM," then 
He adds, "THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO 
MORE." Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an 
offering for sin."  Hebrews 10:10-18 
 

B. The Daily Sin Offering Has Been Replaced by the Blood of 
Christ 
 
1. While the believer is saved by the blood of Christ forever 

on the day he calls upon the Lord to save him, he still 
needs forgiveness and cleansing from sins he commits 
after he is saved.  Fellowship with God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ is vital to the joy of the believer.  The 
apostle John writes of this need regarding the necessity 
of maintaining and/or restoring fellowship with God.   
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"That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled, concerning the Word of life— the life was manifested, 
and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life 
which was with the Father and was manifested to us— that which we 
have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have 
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with 
His Son Jesus Christ. And these things we write to you that your joy may 
be full." 1 John 1:1-4 
 

2. All God requires to maintain fellowship is that the 
believer be honest when God brings to his mind some sin 
that needs to be dealt with in his daily life.  This is 
described as walking in the “darkness” or “walking in the 
light.”  As long as the believer acknowledges his sin to 
God in confession, God is faithful and just to forgive the 
sin and cleanse him from all unrighteousness, because 
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin.   

 
"This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, 
that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us."  1 John 1:5-10 
 
Note: Verse ten gives the reason God breaks fellowship if the sin is 
not confessed. 

 
3. John points out that what he writes is not to be 

interpreted as an excuse to sin, but fellowship with God 
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can be restored through Christ and his precious blood for 
the Christian, should the sin be deliberate.  The reason 
Jesus is needed to advocate in heaven for the believer is 
because the disciple could die a premature death for 
deliberate sin. 

"My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. 
And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the whole world."  1 John 2:1-2 
"If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he 
will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to 
death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray 
about that. All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to 
death."  1 John 5:16-17 
 
"Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our 
fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were 
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same 
spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of 
that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. But 
with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were 
scattered in the wilderness. Now these things became our examples, to 
the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also 
lusted."   1 Corinthians 10:1-6 
 
Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But 
let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of 
the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and 
drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this 
reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. For if we 
would judge ourselves, we would not be judged.  1 Corinthians 11:27-31 



 108 

C. The Ceremonial Cleansing Has Been Replaced by the Blood 
of Christ 
 
1. Even though the believer is saved eternally in 

relationship to God, and even though he maintains daily 
fellowship, the after-effects of sin in the mind can hinder 
the believer in his desire to become more Christ-like.  The 
mind has been “defiled” by sin. 
 

2. The writer of the book of Hebrews compares the 
ceremonial outward cleansing of the sprinkling of the 
blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a red heifer, 
to the greater inward cleansing provided by the blood of 
Christ. 

"For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling 
the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God?"  Hebrews 9:13-14 
 

3. It is important to the believer’s becoming Christ-like, that 
he approach God in prayer with a heart that has been 
fully cleansed of a conscience that bothers him when he 
remembers past sins.  The issue is not how God looks at 
him, but how he feels about himself.   

"Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood 
of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of 
God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water."  Hebrews 10:19-22 
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Note: The water being mentioned is the inward cleansing of the 
heart and body provided for by the blood of Christ. 

 
4. This third application of Christ’s blood may take more 

time in prayer, because inward cleansing from a harmful 
conscience takes more time, depending upon the 
seriousness of the sin as well as how often the same sin 
is repeated.  The believer should continue to pray for the 
Lord’s cleansing of the after-effects (defilement) of sin 
until it no longer bothers him, and he feels free in his 
heart and conscience to serve the Lord. 

Summarizing 
How precious indeed is the blood of Christ!  His death provides 

for eternal salvation relationship, which does not need to be renewed.  
His death provides for daily fellowship, even when our sin as disciples at 
times is deliberate.  And his death provides for an inward cleansing and 
healing of the after-effects of sin in our heart and conscience.  This is true 
whether someone committed the sin personally, or whether coming into 
contact with the sinful words and actions of others defiled him. 

No disciple can become Christ-like without dealing with sin and 
temptation to sin on a daily basis.  It is sin that hinders a disciple in his 
spiritual growth.  It is the last three lessons (7, 8, 9) that help a disciple 
learn how to be Christ-like.  As he begins to apply these lessons to his life 
on a daily basis, he is being prepared by God to minister for Him, which is 
the fourth part of this series. 
 
Questions to Answer 
 

1. What were the three different kinds of sin offering under the 
Mosaic Law? 
 

2. How does Christ’s Blood replace the Annual Day of Atonement 
and what was the issue?  
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3. How does Christ’s Blood replace the Daily Sin Offering and 
what was the issue? 
 

4. How does Christ’s Blood replace the Ceremonial Cleansing 
from the defilement of sin? 
 

5. What key verses would you claim in prayer as a disciple when 
approaching God for fellowship or for inward cleansing of your 
heart and conscience?  
 

6. Have you memorized 1 John 1:9 – 2:2? 

 
 
Do You Have Any Further Questions Regarding This Lesson?  
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Part Four: BECOMING CHRIST’S DISCIPLE MAKER 
Lesson 10: His Servant 
 

Memorize  
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God."  Romans 12:1-2 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Once a person has become a Christian (Lessons 1 - 3), has become Christ’s 
Disciple (Lessons 4 - 6), and is learning how to grow spiritually in Christ-
likeness (Lessons 7 - 9), he is now prepared to be productive in this life as 
Christ’s minister by making disciples (Lessons 10 - 12).  The term minister 
is often thought of today as referring ONLY to the pastor of a church, or 
to a God-called preacher of the Gospel.  But the term is also used in the 
New Testament to describe every believer in a general sense. A minister 
of Jesus Christ is anyone who is obeying His commission to be a Disciple-
Maker.   
 
"And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ,"  Ephesians 4:11-12 
Note:  The apostle Paul writes that the responsibility of the church 
leaders mentioned in verse eleven, has been to equip all believers to do 
the “work of the ministry” to which God has called them (compare verse 
one with verse twelve. 
 
In the next three lessons we will examine what it means to be Christ’s 
minister in three major ways:   

First, as his servant;  
Second, as his priest;  

and Third, as his ambassador. 
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I. The Privilege of Being Christ’s Servant 
 

Whether the disciple realizes it or not, he became a servant for 
the Lord Jesus Christ on the day he became a Christian.  There are 
different kinds of service, but the kind of servant being emphasized in this 
lesson is that of a slave.  The Greek word in the Scripture is DOULOS, the 
kind of servant citizens of Rome in that day looked down upon because a 
slave in Rome had no rights or privileges.  Slaves were purchased on the 
open market, and they were totally owned by the master who purchased 
them.  Slaves had little to no protection under Roman law, and many of 
them were abused physically and mentally.   

 
Not so with Jesus Christ.  He purchased his servants or slaves with 

his own blood that he shed on the cross.  What love is that!  Every disciple 
should want to be Christ’s slave, because he is such a loving master, and 
promises to meet all our needs.  Christians consider it to be an honor to 
be called a “servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.”   

 
For example, read what the apostle Paul said about himself, "Paul, a 
bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the 
gospel of God."  Romans 1:1 
II. The Responsibility of Being Christ’s Servant 
Being Christ’s servant is such a privilege, but with it comes a three-fold 
responsibility. 
 

A. To Obey God’s Revealed Will (as Recorded in the Bible for 
Christians) 

Just as God gave commands for the Israelites to obey in the Old 
Testament, so Christ has given commands for his Church today.  Most of 
these commands are recorded in the Epistles of the New Testament 
(Romans through Revelation).   Jesus told his disciples that, if they loved 
him, they should obey his commandments.   

 
If you love Me, keep My commandments.  John 14:15  
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B. To Discover and Obey God’s Unrevealed Will  
 

1. God has a will for us individually that has not been revealed 
in the Bible.  God reveals it through prayer and the inward 
promptings of the Holy Spirit.  For example, the believer 
should not make major plans to move locations simply for 
the purpose of making more money, without first consulting 
God in prayer as to whether relocating is God’s will for him.   
 

"Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and 
such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; 
whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your 
life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes 
away. Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do 
this or that." But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is 
evil. Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him 
it is sin."  James 4:13-17 

 
Note:  A failure to do good, such as seeking God’s will first before 
making major decisions in life, is called a “sin of omission.” 
 
Listen to Paul’s prayer for God to reveal His will to the Church in Ephesus. 
 
"Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love for all the saints, do not cease to give thanks for you, making 
mention of you in my prayers  Ephesians 1:15-16 
 

a. He prayed for wisdom.  
Eph. 1:17  That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him. 

 
Note:  This is Paul’s prayer for the believers in the church at Ephesus.  Just 
In case they didn’t know to pray for spiritual insight into God’s plan for 
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them as they serve Christ here on earth, Paul wrote that he prayed it for 
them, because knowing and doing God’s will is important! 

 
The kind of wisdom and revelation Paul is speaking of is God’s answer to 
the believer’s seeking to know the will of God in prayer.  James speaks of 
this kind of wisdom in his epistle.  

 
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally 
and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  James 1:5 

 
b. Eph. 1:18a —The eyes of your understanding being 

enlightened   
 

Note:  The word translated “understanding” is literally the word for 
“heart” in the Greek. This kind of wisdom, which is not gained through 
the physical senses of the body, is perceived in the “inner man” through 
time spent with God in prayer.  God communicates with the believer in 
the feelings of his heart as he prays, giving him assurance, hope and 
peace.  Or, by way of contrast, God could disturb him regarding any plans 
he is making that might not be the will of God. 

 
c. Eph. 1:18b —that ye may know what is the hope of his 

calling   
 

Note:  This is God’s calling into divine service for every believer, and the 
specific ways in which He wants us to serve the Lord here on earth.  
 
Compare how God primarily led Paul by the inward promptings of the 
Holy Spirit on his missionary journeys.  

 
"Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, 
they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. After 
they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did 
not permit them."  Acts 16:6-7 
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Another way in which God guides a disciple is in circumstances as he 
seeks to know God’s will.   
 
"Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked 
within him when he saw that the city was given over to idols."  Acts 
17:16 
 
Compare: 
"For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His 
Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers, 
making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the 
will of God to come to you. For I long to see you, that I may impart to 
you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established— that is, that I 
may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you 
and me. Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often 
planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have 
some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles."  Romans 
1:9-13 
 
An evangelist in the past was famous for preaching, “Success is knowing 
the will of God, and doing it.” 
 

C. To be Controlled by Christ (In everything we say and do) 
 

1. Paul’s description as Christ being our “head” in heaven 
means that we should seek to have our minds here on earth 
sensitive to do God’s will throughout the day.  
 

"and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who 
believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He worked 
in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and 
might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age 
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but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under His feet, 
and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, 
the fullness of Him who fills all in all."  Ephesians 1:19-23 

2. And Paul’s description of our bodies being his, means that we 
should be using the members of our body to do Christ’s will, 
not ours.   
 

"Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you 
were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God's."  1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
 

3. It has often been said that someone is “so heavenly minded” 
that he is of “no earthly good.”  But the Scripture says the 
opposite.  It says that to “not be heavenly minded” is to be 
of “no earthly good.”  This is because God’s plan for our way 
of life here on earth is hidden with God in Christ, and the 
disciple will never discover that plan and carry it out in his 
daily activities, unless he focuses upon the Lord Jesus Christ 
in his mind during the day. 
 

"If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things 
above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God."  Colossians 3:1-3 
 

4. The disciple needs to learn therefore to present his body and 
mind to the Lord to be used for Christ each and every day.  It 
is by doing this that the believer will be able to fulfill that 
which is the “good, and acceptable, and perfect” will of God 
for him. 
 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
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your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God."  Romans 12:1-2 
 
III. The Reward for Being Christ’s Servant 
 

• The Importance of the Judgment Seat of Christ 
 

1. Christ’s disciples will give an account for the way in which 
they served Christ at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  This 
judgment will take place prior to Christ’s return to establish 
God’s kingdom on this earth in the next and final 
dispensation. 

 
"Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well 
pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according 
to what he has done, whether good or bad."  2 Corinthians 5:9-10 
 

2. The purpose for this judgment is for the Lord to determine 
the believer’s reward, or loss of reward, when He returns to 
this earth to rule with His Church. Believers are heirs but 
the possession of the reward (the inheritance) is based 
upon his faithfulness. 
 

"knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inherit-
ance; for you serve the Lord Christ. But he who does wrong will be repaid 
for what he has done, and there is no partiality." Colossians 3:24-25 
 
"Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but 
that we may receive a full reward."  2 John 1:8 
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"and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified 
together."  Romans 8:17 
 
"Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may 
take your crown." Revelation 3:11 
 

3. The apostle Paul emphasized that he would give an account 
to Christ for the manner in which he planted the church at 
Corinth.  And so will all Christians.   

 
"Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you 
believed, as the Lord gave to each one? I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the increase. So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he 
who waters, but God who gives the increase. Now he who plants and he 
who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according 
to his own labor."  1 Corinthians 3:5-8 
 

4. The quality of a disciple’s service for Christ will be 
determined as being “gold, silver, or precious stones,” or as 
being “wood, hay, and stubble.”  When tried by fire, that 
which is not burned will be rewarded.  You would think that 
every disciple of Christ would want to please the Lord and 
receive his reward for serving him.   

 
"Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw, each one's work will become clear; for the Day 
will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test 
each one's work, of what sort it is. If anyone's work which he has built on 
it endures, he will receive a reward."  1 Corinthians 3:12-14 
 

5. That which is burned will cause the believer to “suffer loss.”  
The sad thing is that there will be disciples who will lose all 
reward.  This judgment “through fire” burns away the 
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wasted life of the believer but the LIFE of the believer 
cannot be lost.  
 

"If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be 
saved, yet so as through fire."      
1 Corinthians 3:15 
 

• The Importance of the Millennium  
 

1. In the last book of the Bible, the apostle John emphasizes six 
times in the first seven verses the fact that our Lord Jesus 
Christ will reign on this earth for one thousand years. 
 
This is the next and final dispensation on this present earth is 
called “the Millennium” for obvious reasons (Revelation 
20:1-10). At the end of the millennial age Christ will destroy 
the present heavens and earth, to make room for a new 
heaven and earth to replace them. 
 
Read Revelation 21:1 through 22:2.   

 
2. The reason the next and final dispensation on this earth is 

important to Christ's disciples, is because that is the time 
period during which believers will be rewarded for their 
service.  God must judge His own people first at the Bema 
Seat Judgment for His Church. This will be concerning their 
work while they lived on this earth after they were saved, 
before He raises those who are not saved to be cast into the 
lake of fire.  

 
"For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if 
it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the 
gospel of God?"  1 Peter 4:17 
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"Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well 
pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according 
to what he has done, whether good or bad."  2 Corinthians 5:9-10 
 
"each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it 
will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what 
sort it is. If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will 
receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he 
himself will be saved, yet so as through fire."  1 Corinthians 3:13-15 
 
NOTE: “saved, yet as through fire” does not mean you are just “barely 
saved.” Our salvation has nothing to do with our works. The means by 
which our works will be judged by the holy discernment of Christ, 
purifying fire, to determine their value for the sake of the Gospel. 
 
"Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and 
books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of 
Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things 
which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in 
it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And 
they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and 
Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And 
anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of 
fire."  Revelation 20:11-15 
 

3. So even though the believer need not fear being cast into the 
lake of fire, he must still regard his future judgment seriously.   

 
"Now "IF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE IS SCARCELY SAVED, WHERE WILL THE 
UNGODLY AND THE SINNER APPEAR?""  1 Peter 4:18 



 121 

Note:  While God’s future judgment upon Christians should 
be regarded seriously, the judgment that awaits all 
unbelievers is the most serious by far.  The believer could 
lose some reward, or even all reward, but his time period for 
judgment will end during the Millennium. The Christian’s 
status or glory received at the Judgment Seat of Christ will be 
for all eternity.  

 
4. In contrast, the coming horrible judgment upon the 

unbeliever will never end.  And while a believer could have 
all of his works burned at the Judgment Seat of Christ, the 
unbeliever will be cast into the Lake of Fire to burn with his 
works. 

 
 
Questions to Answer 

1. Can you explain in your own words the significance of the Greek 
word DOULOS as it applies to the Christian?   

2. What verse is used to explain sins of omission? 
3. What is the difference between God’s revealed will and His 

unrevealed will, and how does the disciple learn both? 
4. Do you realize that as Christ’s servant, your life is not your own?  

Are you committed to say and do everything each day, only that 
which would please your Lord and your Savior? 

5. What are the differences between the coming judgment upon 
believers and unbelievers? 

6. When is the dispensation or age of the Millennium? What is it? 
7. Have you memorized Romans 12:1-2? 

 
Do You Have Further Questions Regarding This Lesson? 
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Part Four: Becoming Christ’s Disciple-Maker 

Lesson 11: His Priest 
 
MEMORIZE: " To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to 
Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” Revelation 1:5b-6 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Just as many wrongly assume that the term “minister” refers only 
to a preacher of the Gospel, in the same way many wrongly assume that 
the term “priest” refers to some church appointed priest.  But the truth 
is no church or denomination has the authority to appoint priests for God.  
The writer of the book of Hebrews describes it as a “heavenly calling.”  
 
Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the 
Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus,  Hebrews 3:1  
 
He also says that it is an honor from God that no man takes unto himself, 
but is “called of God.”  
 
So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He 
who said to Him: YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU.  Hebrews 
5:5 

As recorded in the Old Testament, the sons of Aaron of the Tribe 
of Levi functioned for hundreds of years as God’s priests for the nation of 
Israel.  Their priestly ministry is described in detail in the Mosaic Law, 
primarily in the books of Exodus and Leviticus.  But God terminated their 
priestly ministry when they rejected the Lord Jesus Christ and delivered 
him over to the Romans to be crucified.  This rejection by God was made 
obvious in the Temple when the veil was torn in two from top to bottom 
in an earthquake when Jesus died. 
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And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 
Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; 
and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split.  Matthew 27:50-51 
 
 But God has not left Himself without His representatives for 
Christ on earth.  In this special dispensation, or period of time in history, 
called the “Church Age,” God is calling all those who become Christ’s 
disciples to be in the ministry as His priests.   It matters not what their 
gender is, their age, their nationality, or their status.  This is what makes 
the Church Age unique (See Lesson 5).  This is why for the first time in 
history every believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, to help him function 
in his priestly ministry. 
 
I. The Calling of Christ’s Disciples to Be God’s Priests 
 

A. The Lord Jesus Christ as Our High Priest 
 

1. God the Father has appointed Jesus to be our High Priest 
forever after the order or pattern of Melchizedek who was 
both a king and a priest in the days of Abraham. 

 
a. Abraham’s encounter with Melchizedek  

And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh 
(that is, the King's Valley), after his return from the defeat of 
Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him. Then Melchizedek king 
of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most 
High. And he blessed him and said: "Blessed be Abram of God Most 
High, Possessor of heaven and earth; And blessed be God Most High, 
Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." And he gave him a 
tithe of all.  Genesis 14:17-20 
 

 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who 
met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed 
him,"  Hebrews 7:1 
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b. Christ’s appointment is for life. 

So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was 
He who said to Him: "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU. 
As He also says in another place: "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER 
ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK""  (Hebrews 5:5-6, NKJV) 
"called by God as High Priest "ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF 
MELCHIZEDEK,""  Hebrews 5:10 
 

c. Christ is our Great High Priest in heaven NOW 

Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a 
High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty 
in the heavens,"  Hebrews 8:1 

 
2. Because Jesus continually intercedes as High Priest before 

God in heaven, his disciples need never fear losing their 
eternal life salvation. Why? 
 
a. Because Jesus intercedes for us in heaven  

"that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who 
do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit."  Romans 
8:34 

b. Because Jesus continually intercedes for us in heaven  

"Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to 
God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for 
them."  Hebrews 7:25 
 

c. Because Jesus propitiates or appeases the wrath of God 
against us 

"My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. 
And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the whole world."  1 John 2:1-2 
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Note:  Christ’s disciples sin, and God is grieves when they sin.  But the 
intercession of Jesus prevents God’s anger from rising to the point of 
rejecting them as His children  
 

B. Christ’s Disciples as His Fellow Priests 
There is no need for Jesus to be called our “High Priest” in the 
New Testament, unless there are other priests who serve under 
him.  Those other priests are Christ’s disciples, and they are 
appointed by God to serve with Christ as priests today and when 
they return with Christ as kings in His Kingdom.       

 
"But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His 
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light;" 1 Peter 2:9 
 
"and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, 
and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and 
priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen."  Revelation 1:5-6 
 

1. Christ’s disciples today are said to be his “companions.” (Also 
translated: fellows, partners) 

 
"YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED LAWLESSNESS; THEREFORE 
GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS MORE 
THAN YOUR COMPANIONS." Hebrews 1:9 
 
Note:  The English word “companions” is a reference to those who will 
return to reign with Christ as his fellow kings and priests.  Compare 
Hebrews 3:1, where they are called “partakers” of the heavenly calling in 
Christ. "Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, 
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus.” In 
both cases, the word “companions” and the word “partakers” come from 
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the same root word (metochos) in the Greek language, and refer to 
Christ’s new priests. You are Christ’s “metachoi.” 
 

2. Christ’s disciples today are also said to be his “brethren.” 
 
"For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings. For both He who sanctifies and 
those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren"  Hebrews 2:10-11 
 
Note:  The High Priests in the Old Testament served with their “brethren” 
of the tribe of Levi.  Similarly, Jesus Christ is not ashamed to call his fellow 
priests on earth his “brethren” because He became flesh and blood with 
us. 

3. And Christ’s disciples today are said to be God’s “household.”   
 
"Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood 
of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of 
God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water."   Hebrews 10:19-22 
 
Note:  That is, they are a family of priests under Jesus Christ, their High 
Priest.  They are encouraged to enter spiritually into God’s presence 
through prayer, without any veil to prevent their direct access to God.  A 
veil in front of the Holy of Holies prevented the Levitical priests from 
having access to God in the Temple. 
 
II. The Ministry of Christ’s Disciples as God’s Priests 
 

A. Spiritual Sacrifices 
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Because of the one offering of Christ’s blood for sinners, 
Christ’s disciples today offer up spiritual sacrifices to God in 
their service for Him, rather than offer animal or agricultural 
sacrifices. 
 

"You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ."  1 Peter 2:5 
 
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God."  Romans 12:1-2 
 
Note:  This presentation of the priest’s body and mind as a “living 
sacrifice” to God replaces the Daily Burnt Offering that was 
presented to God by the Levitical Priests for worship each day at 
the Tabernacle or Temple.   

 
Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two lambs of the first year, 
day by day continually. One lamb you shall offer in the morning, and the 
other lamb you shall offer at twilight. … This shall be a continual burnt 
offering throughout your generations at the door of the tabernacle of 
meeting before the LORD, where I will meet you to speak with you. …I 
will also consecrate both Aaron and his sons to minister to Me as priests. 
I will dwell among the children of Israel and will be their God. And they 
shall know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them up out of 
the land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them. I am the LORD their 
God."  Exodus 29:38-46 
 
"Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, 
that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name."  (Hebrews 13:15 

 



 128 

Note:  This sacrifice involving words of praise and thanksgiving to God 
replaces the Praise and Thanksgiving animal blood sacrifices that was 
presented to God by the former priests.   
 
"'This is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings which he shall offer to 
the LORD: If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer, with the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, unleavened 
wafers anointed with oil, or cakes of blended flour mixed with oil.” 
Leviticus 7:11-12 
 
"But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God 
is well pleased."  (Hebrews 13:16, NKJV) 
 
Note:  Rather than share with others the meat of animal sacrifices 
that were cooked on the Altar of Burnt Offering, Christ’s priests 
today are to do good for others and to share from their possessions 
as a spiritual sacrifice of worship to God, especially with fellow 
believers. 

 
"Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may 
know how you ought to answer each one."  Colossians 4:6 
 
Note:  The words “seasoned with salt” is a reference to the daily 
conversation of Christ’s disciples and priests, and is to be considered 
as a spiritual sacrifice replacing the Sweet Savor offerings of the 
Levitical priests.   

 
"And every offering of your grain offering you shall season with salt; you 
shall not allow the salt of the covenant of your God to be lacking from 
your grain offering. With all your offerings you shall offer salt."  Leviticus 
2:13 
 

B. Our Priestly Ministry is also Directed Towards Our Fellow 
Man Here On Earth 
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1. Just as the Levitical priests ministered to the people in 
teaching them God’s Law, so Christ’s disciples today as 
God’s priests are to be able to at least teach the first 
doctrines of the Christian way of life to new disciples.  

"Of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have 
become dull of hearing."  Hebrews 5:11 
 

2. And just as the Levitical priests were to intercede before 
God on behalf of their fellow brethren, in the same way 
Christ’s disciples are to intercede for one another today 
as God’s new priests.  

"Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being 
watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the 
saints." Ephesians 6:18 
 
III. The Priestly Terminology for Christ’s Disciples Today 
 

A. Important Words 
 
1. It is difficult for Christ’s disciple to miss the importance 

of the priesthood of every believer, when he begins to 
notice the number of words used by Christ’s apostles in 
the epistles of the New Testament to describe this aspect 
of our service for God. You will soon grasp how important 
it is that you understand that every believer is in the 
ministry for God as His priest, and how important it is to 
learn how to function in life as God’s priests. 

 
NOTE: Some Bibles have a limited concordance in the back. Many online 
bible programs include concordances that can be downloaded to your 
smart device or pc.  
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2. Look up the following priestly terms in the epistles of the 
New Testament from Romans to Revelation.  
 

access, draw near, draw nigh, sacrifice, offering, offering up, acceptable, 
hearts sprinkled, odor of sweet smell, seasoned with salt, altar, wash, 
cleanse, fruit, first-fruits, and there are more.  
 

B. The Privilege of Christ’s Disciples as God’s Priests Today 
 
1. Before Christ, only Jews could serve in the priestly 

ministry. And within the nation, only one line of sons 
(sons of Aaron), in one tribe (tribe of Levi), of one nation 
(nation of Israel), given the high honor by God to serve 
as His priests.   
 

""Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the tabernacle 
of meeting and wash them with water. You shall put the holy garments 
on Aaron, and anoint him and consecrate him, that he may minister to 
Me as priest. And you shall bring his sons and clothe them with tunics. 
You shall anoint them, as you anointed their father, that they may 
minister to Me as priests; for their anointing shall surely be an 
everlasting priesthood throughout their generations.""  Exodus 40:12-15 
 

2. Since the resurrection of Christ, all disciples of Christ, 
both Jews and Gentiles are “fellows” in His priesthood. 
a. We are more than priests.   
b. We are destined to also be kings on this earth when 

Jesus returns to reign as King of kings and Lord of 
Lords. 

 
"And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, 
And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God 
by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, And 
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have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the 
earth.""  (Revelation 5:9-10 
 

"Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike 
the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself 
treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And 
He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS."  (Revelation 19:15-16 
 

CONCLUSION: So it is imperative, is it not, for all of Christ’s disciples to 
learn how to do the work of the ministry as Christ’s servants and as his 
priests!   
 

"And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ,"  (Ephesians 4:11-12 
 

Questions to be Answered 
1. How is the term “priest” misunderstood today? 
2. Why is Jesus called our High Priest today? 
3. Why is the ministry of Jesus as our High Priest in heaven so 

important to your assurance of eternal salvation? 
4. Can you turn in your Bible to three New Testament passages that 

clearly state that Christ’s disciples today are God’s priests, as well 
as future kings? 

5. How many priestly words or phrases can you recite that are used 
in the New Testament to describe the ministry of Christ’s 
disciples today? 

6. How are the sacrifices offered by Christ’s disciples today different 
from those offered by the Levitical priests? 

7. Do you have access to a Concordance? 
8. Do you know how to use it? 
9. Do you have any questions about this lesson? 

 

Write down the most significant thing you have learned from this lesson. 
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Part Four: Becoming Christ’s Disciple-Maker 

Lesson 12: His Ambassador 
 
Memorize: "Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be 
reconciled to God."  2 Corinthians 5:20 
 
INTRODUCTION 

The reason God leaves the believer on earth after he becomes 
Christ’s disciple is to influence others to also become Christ’s disciple.  As 
a matter of fact, that is the final instruction Jesus gave to His apostles just 
prior to ascending back into heaven (Matthew 28:19-20).   Jesus Christ is 
now in heaven representing us as our High Priest before God the Father, 
and we are his representatives here on earth.  Just as a king sends 
ambassadors to represent him among the nations, in the same way we 
are ambassadors for the King of kings, the Lord Jesus Christ.  In this lesson 
we will look at Christ’s commission to be his ambassador, the motivation 
we should have to be Christ’s ambassador, and the necessity for 
intercession as Christ’s ambassador. 

 
I. Christ’s Commission 
The final instruction Christ gave to his disciples before ascending into 
heaven was for them to make more disciples until the end of the age.  
This is commonly called the Great Commission, and involves three 
aspects: 

 
A. For his original disciples to make other disciples by sharing the 

Gospel. 
 

"And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and MAKE DISCIPLES 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 
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have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age." Amen."  Matthew 28:18-20 
 
Note:  The Great Commission has ONE Command for Christ’s disciples, 
and it is not a suggestion, and that is to “Make Disciples.” The 
Commission also includes the instructions needed to implement and 
obey the one command. 

 
1. By GOING to every “ethnos” or to everybody.  

a. No one is excluded from the gospel message. Jesus 
came to save everyone. Therefore, anyone can be 
saved if they will put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.   

b. To go to everyone is not a direct command to go 
“oversees” and become a missionary. The idea is 
“Everywhere you GO tell everyone that Jesus saves.” 

 
God calls some men to preach the gospel, because “faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God,” Romans 10:17.   And God has 
chosen by the “foolishness of preaching” to “save those who believe” in 
response to what they hear, 1 Corinthians 1:21. These men are gifts of 
Christ to the church as described in Ephesians 4:11.  But one must not 
think that only God-called preachers are to proclaim the Gospel of Christ.  
Every disciple of Christ is to be a witness. 
 

2. By BAPTIZING everyone who believes the Gospel 
Message.  
a. This is how the new convert publicly declares his new 

relationship with Christ  
b. and his willingness to become Christ’s disciple,  
c. by identifying with Christ’s Church on earth  
d. and by being willing to suffer for Christ with his 

fellow believers. 
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3. By TEACHING believers to OBEY God’s Word. Disciples 
mature in their faith by being taught the Word of God by 
others.  
 

B. Because all disciples are to be witnesses for Christ 
throughout the world. 

 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.""  Acts 1:8 
 
Note:  The word “witness” is MARTUS – to affirm that one has seen or 
heard or experienced something, or knows something because he was 
taught, to be a witness for Christ in life and even death (martyrs).  
 
"For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and 
in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men 
we were among you for your sake. And you became followers of us and 
of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the 
Holy Spirit, so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia 
who believe. For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward 
God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything."   
1 Thessalonians 1:5-8 
 

C. The Great Commission applies to all of Christ’s Disciples 
 

1. For his original disciples to then baptize their converts 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  By 
requiring this, the disciples were training their converts 
to commit themselves publicly to follow Christ’s 
teaching in their daily lives.   
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"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,"  Matthew 
28:19 

2. For his original disciples to then teach their converts to 
do whatever else Christ has commanded them to do.  In 
other words, each disciple was in effect to duplicate 
himself by discipling others, one-on-one.   

 
"teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, 
I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen."  Matthew 
28:20 
 
"And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, 
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also."  
 2 Timothy 2:2 
 
"Imitate (follow) me, just as I also imitate Christ."  1 Corinthians 11:1 
 
Note:  Just think of the multiplication aspect of this process of discipleship 

 
II. Our Motivation 
The apostle Paul was “driven,” spreading the Gospel message of Jesus 
Christ everywhere he went.  He wrote to the Corinthian church he 
planted about his efforts to do so, labors that would wear out anyone 
else.   
 
"Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors 
more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in 
deaths often. From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 
Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was 
shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeys 
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own 
countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in 
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weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fasting 
often, in cold and nakedness— besides the other things, what comes 
upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches."  2 Corinthians 
11:23-28 
 
What kept the apostle Paul going?  What drove him down deep on the 
inside to witness for Christ?  What was his passion?  Let’s observe what 
he says about himself in the verses that follow to learn three important 
principles that should motivate us regarding our own witness as Christ’s 
ambassadors.  The first principle is that we . . . 

 
A. Love the Lord Jesus Christ, who died that we might live 

 
"For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One 
died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that those who live should 
live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose 
again."  2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
 
NOTE: The reason Jesus died on the cross for the sins of all is because all 
are dead in terms of having Christ’s life. 
 
"And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which 
you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. But God, who is rich 
in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when 
we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved),"  Ephesians 2:1-5 
 
"In Him was life, and the life was the light of men."  John 1:4 
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This is due to the effect of Adam’s sin upon all of Adam’s descendants.  It 
only makes sense then, Paul says, that those who have experienced new 
life in Christ should show their love and appreciation by witnessing to 
others for whom Christ died, but do not yet live. 
The second principle is that we . . . 
 

B. Show no discrimination 
 
"Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even 
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know 
Him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new."  2 Corinthians 5:16-17 
 
Note:  In these verses Paul is emphasizing that he witnesses to all for 
whom Christ died, regardless for who they might be in the flesh.  Rather 
he witnesses to them on the basis of their future in Christ, once they 
believe in the Gospel of Christ.  In other words, the Gospel message is to 
be shared with all, without discrimination! 

 
The third principle is that . . . 
 

C. It is our privilege to be an ambassador for Christ 
 
"Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through 
Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation." 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 

 
Just think of it, the apostle Paul writes, that God would not only 
be reconciled to us through the Lord Jesus Christ and his death 
on the cross for our sins, but would then use us as His  
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ambassadors here on earth to urge others to be reconciled to 
God that they too might have the gift of eternal life in Christ. 

 
D. God is pleading through Ambassadors for people to be 
reconciled to Him by means of the substitutionary sacrifice of 
Jesus, because “today is the day of salvation.” 

 
  1. We share God’s Heart. 
"Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading 
through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. For 
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him."  2 Corinthians 5:20-21  
 
  2. We share God’s urgency. 
"We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to 
receive the grace of God in vain. For He says: "IN AN ACCEPTABLE TIME I 
HAVE HEARD YOU, AND IN THE DAY OF SALVATION I HAVE HELPED YOU." 
Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation."  2 
Corinthians 6:1-2 
 
III. Our Intercession  
 
The word “intercession” is a word to describe intense prayer on behalf of 
others who are not saved.   It is God who saves, not us!  We therefore 
need to consider ourselves to be “co-laborers with God” as we witness 
for Christ as his ambassadors.    
 
Three reasons for praying, as well as witnessing, are… 

A. The urgency of man’s need for salvation 
 

1. Man has an appointment with God in death.  But 
physical death is not the end.  There is a judgment 
awaiting man before God who created him.  The death 
that follows is eternal burning in a lake of fire.   
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"And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment,"  Hebrews 9:27 
 
"Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away…, and books were opened. And 
another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were 
judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the 
books... And they were judged, each one according to his works…This is 
the second death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was 
cast into the lake of fire."   Revelation 20:11-15 
 

2. The believer realizes the urgency of man’s need having 
been saved from this death himself, and should 
therefore be motivated to pray. This is why Paul asked 
the Thessalonians to pray for him and his team “that the 
Lord’s message may spread rapidly...” 2 Thessalonians 
3:1. 

A second reason for intercession is . . . 
B. The danger of non-repentance 

1. Before a person can respond in faith to the Gospel 
message, he must first be brought to the place where he 
can repent (change of mind) towards God of his sinful life 
and conduct.  And this requires the convicting work of 
the Holy Spirit.  This does not mean that in repenting he 
can change the way he lives or earn his salvation, but it 
does mean that he needs to have a change of attitude 
towards God against whom he has sinned.   

2. Because God is not willing that any should perish, but 
that all come to repentance, God in His goodness leads a 
sinner to where he can repent.  Once a person is enabled 
by God to repent, he becomes responsible to respond to 
the hearing of the Gospel in the obedience of faith. 
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"Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and 
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 
repentance?"  Romans 2:4 

 
3. There is a real danger when a sinner rejects the goodness 

of God in leading him to repentance.  He not only 
hardens his own heart, by which he is treasuring up God’s 
wrath to come upon him, but God could also harden his 
heart in order to prepare him for condemnation.   

 
"But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you 
are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God,"  Romans 2:5 
 
"Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He 
hardens."  Romans 9:18 
 
Since the non-Christian may not be aware of the danger he is in, it should 
move the Christian to pray for him.   
 
The third reason for our need to intercede in prayer for the unsaved, is— 

C. Because of our role as God’s priests 
 
As was discussed in the previous lesson, believers today have the 
privilege of serving God as His priests.   One of the privileges God 
gives us as His priests is to intercede in prayer for those who need 
to be saved.   It is the believer’s priestly prayer to God on behalf 
of those needing to be saved, by which God is moved to withhold 
His hand of judgment in order to allow more opportunities for 
sinners to respond to the Gospel.   

 
This is why the Apostle Paul exhorted Timothy, who was 
ministering as pastor of the church at Ephesus, to open church 
services with intercessory prayer.   God is pleased when we do 
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so, because God desires that everyone come to the knowledge of 
the truth so that they can be saved. 
 

"Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in 
authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth."  1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 
The one truth sinners must know in order to be saved, and must be told 
by Christ’s Ambassadors, is that Jesus Christ is the only one by whom they 
can be saved.  For Jesus is the one and only Mediator in heaven between 
God and man, and it is Jesus who died for all that they might be saved.   

 
"For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time,"  1 Timothy 2:5-6 
 
The apostle Paul then emphasizes to Timothy that what he has just said 
regarding God’s desire that all be saved, and that Jesus died on the cross 
so that all could be saved, is the Gospel or good news God called him to 
proclaim. 

 
"for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking 
the truth in Christ and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 
truth."  1 Timothy 2:7 
 
CONCLUSION 
This is the purpose for God in every believer becoming Christ’s disciple.  
We are to  be Christ’s servant; His priest, and His ambassador.  God wants 
every believer win sinners to Christ and make them disciples of Christ. 
That is, teach them how to become an ambassador for Christ, so that he 
can be used of God in turn to influence others to become Christ’s disciple 
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You have now completed the 12 lessons (12 STEPS to Christian Maturity). 
It is now your opportunity to tell others about your Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Your ASSIGNMENT 
 
Write your Testimony  

• Who you were without Christ. (lost in your sin) 
• When you heard the Gospel and what you did to be saved. 

(Believed on the Lord Jesus Christ) 
• What this means to you today. (Assurance of eternal life salvation 

and a desire to be Christ’s disciple) 

 Then read your testimony out loud to a fellow disciple and ask 
them their opinion.  If satisfied, read it aloud several times until  
you are able to tell others without looking at your paper.  

 
Share your Testimony 

• Start with people near you, your Jerusalem. 
• Then your neighbors, your Judea. 
• Don’t forget the neglected people like the Samaritans. 
• And the next people is everybody else, the ends of the earth. 

Finally, make disciples who multiply 
Remember, “disciples are not born, they are made.” Be an intentional 
disciple maker as Jesus has commanded all believers to be. Matthew 
28:18-20 
 
"And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, 
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also."  2 
Timothy 2:2 
 
These lessons have been designed to help you to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of the Lord. If you don’t KNOW the Word of God you cannot 
GROW in proper relationship to Him. Discipline yourself by God’s 
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enabling grace to grow in your relationship to God through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Being a disciple does not “just” happen. You must be 
intentional. You must seek to know God intimately. The Word of God 
promises you that “If you will draw near to God He will draw near to 
you.” 
 
Don’t wait. Start today. 
 
It is our prayer that YOU will become a great Disciple Maker for the 
glory of the Lord Jesus Christ and the salvation and maturity of many 
souls. 
 
Implement Christ’s vision, and become a good news spreading, world 
reaching visionary, who is reproducing disciples who multiply until the 
end of the age. 
 
God Bless you! 
 
Hope Builders Ministries 
www.hbmin.org 
 
Be sure to download the Hope Builders Disciple Makers APP to your 
cell phone for more helpful tools to make disciples and be involved with 
other world impacting disciple makers. 

  



 144 

H I S T O R Y 

HOW CAN YOU BE SAVED FROM GOD’S WRATH? 
 
The Gospel is God’s Good News that anyone can be saved from 
God’s wrath, that is, eternal death in the Lake of Fire.  
 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is His Story how you can be saved. 
 
The Gospel can be explained simply by using the word HISTORY as 
an acronym.  H-I-S-T-O-R-Y 
 
H - HOLY  God is holy, that is, set apart from man in His character. 
He has not sinned, nor can he be tempted to sin.  
 
James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; 
for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.  
 
God will judge sinners by His Son, Jesus Christ, who lived a perfect 
life and was raised from the dead to immortality because of His 
perfect life.  
 
John 5:22 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment 
to the Son. 
 
Acts 17:30-31 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 
commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a 
day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom 
He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from 
the dead." 
 
Romans 2:5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent 
heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 2:6 who "WILL RENDER TO 
EACH ONE ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS" 2:16 in the day when God will 
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel. 
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I - sIn  In contrast to God, everyone has sinned and missed the mark 
that God expects of us. You are a sinner. Therefore you will die and 
must face God’s judgment.  
 
Romans 3:23  All have sinned and come short of the Glory of God. 
 
Romans 5:12  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, 
and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all 
sinned— 
 
James 4:17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, 
to him it is sin. 
 
Hebrews 9:27  And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this 
the judgment. 
 
S - SAVED   In order for you to stand before God without fear of 
rejection you must be saved or delivered from God’s Wrath in the 
Lake of Fire, the Second Death. 
 
Matthew 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
 
Revelation 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on 
it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was 
found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing 
before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, 
which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their 
works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the 
dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who 
were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 
Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire. 
 
T - TRUTH   God wants you to be saved. This is why He wants you 
to know the TRUTH so that you can be saved from the wrath to 
come.  
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1 Timothy 2:3-4 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. 
 
What is the TRUTH that you must know in order to be saved? 
 
O - ONE  The ONE truth that you must know in order to be saved is 
that Jesus Christ is the only One who can save anyone from the 
wrath of god. He is the ONLY mediator between God and you.  
 
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and 
men, the Man Christ Jesus 
 
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through Me. 
 
R - RANSOM  The reason God has appointed Jesus to be the 
mediator is because He paid a special ransom price for your 
salvation. That price was His Life and the shedding of His own 
precious blood. Jesus blood is precious because He is God. 
 
1 Timothy 2:6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time, 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition 
from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot.  
 
Acts 20:28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of 
God which He purchased with His own blood. 
 
PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be 
equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the 
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point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has 
highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, 
and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of God the 
Father." 
 
AN IMPORTANT QUESTION IS... If God the Father wants everyone to be 
saved and since Jesus has paid the price required for all to be saved and 
He is the only mediator who can save anyone, WHY is not everyone 
saved?  
 
The reason is that each individual must say “YES” to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
That is YOU must BELIEVE in Him.  
 
Y - YES  For you to be saved, you must say “YES” to Jesus by obeying God’s 
command to “BELIEVE in the Lord Jesus Christ.” You must put your trust 
in what Jesus Christ has done to save you from the wrath of God. You are 
in effect asking Jesus to be your mediator, your lawyer before God. 
 
Lesson Three of this book explains in more detail what it is to “believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.”  
 
Romans 10:9-10 That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation."  
 
Romans 10:13 For "WHOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL 
BE SAVED."  
2 Corinthians 5:19-21 That is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to 
us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's 
behalf, be reconciled to God. For GOD made Him (the Lord Jesus Christ) 
who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him.  
 
THE GOSPEL TELLS US WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR MANKIND IN HISTORY 



 148 

THROUGH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN ORDER TO SAVE YOU FROM THE 
ETERNAL LAKE OF FIRE.  IT IS TRULY HIS STORY OF SALVATION. 
 
Do you have the assurance that you are saved from the wrath of God? 
You can be saved today and know that you have eternal life salvation by 
believing on the LORD Jesus Christ. 
 
There is NOTHING you can do to save yourself. You cannot earn eternal 
life salvation and you don’t deserve it. It is the FREE GIFT of God. This free 
gift is called God’s GRACE. God in His mercy wants to give you GRACE, His 
Free Gift, so you can be saved from your sin and God’s wrath. 
 
Titus 3:4-7  But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward 
man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we 
should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.   
 
John 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, to those who believe in His name.   
 
 Do not delay. Today is YOUR Day of Salvation. Why? Because today you 
have heard the Good News concerning the ONE who has made away for 
you to be saved. You are not promised tomorrow. 
 
2 Corinthians 6:1-2  We then, as workers together with Him also plead 
with you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For He says: "IN AN 
ACCEPTABLE TIME I HAVE HEARD YOU, AND IN THE DAY OF SALVATION I 
HAVE HELPED YOU." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation. 
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The Necessity of the Work of God  
in Bringing Man to Salvation 

By Dr. Daniel Carfrey 
 
The Holy Spirit graciously leads all men to REPENTANCE towards the 
Father, whose moral law we have transgressed. 
 
—through REVELATION of the invisible God (Creation and Conscience) 
—through PROCLAMATION of the Bad News from God (the breaking of 
God’s Law and the judgment to come (Gospel) 
—through CONVICTION of sin before God that requires a POSITIVE 
response to that convicting work resulting in a FEAR of God (Gospel) 
 
If man responds to the convicting work of the Spirit, the Father then 
draws the REPENTING (change of mind not life) sinner to FAITH in His 
Son, Jesus Christ by hearing the Gospel 
 
—through PRESERVATION of his life in order to hear the Gospel 
—through PROCLAMATION of the Gospel, Good News from God, that is, 
Jesus’ life, death, burial, resurrection and ascension to be man’s 
Mediator with God 
—through ILLUMINATION of the mind by the Holy Spirit to understand 
the Gospel 
—through INVITATION or calling of the Holy Spirit, IF a man responds in 
a POSITIVE manner through a willingness to humble himself by CALLING 
upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ from a humble BELIEVING heart 
 
If the convicted sinner obeys the Father’s command in the Gospel to 
believe in His Son, JESUS in turn MEDIATES on the sinner’s behalf before 
the Father in Heaven. 
 
Jesus’ righteous LIFE He lived under God’s Law is then CREDITED to the 
sinner’s account as though he had lived that way himself.  
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This is called IMPUTATION. 
 
Jesus’ DEATH on the cross and SHED BLOOD for everyone’s sin is 
CREDITED to the believing sinner’s account as a RANSOM PAYMENT TO 
REDEEM him from the curse of the Law.  
 
This is called PROPITIATION. 
 
Having been justified (declared righteous), God the Father is no longer 
angry toward the sinner, calling him His enemy, but is at peace with the 
believer, calling him His son. 
 
This is called RECONCILIATION and ADOPTION. 
 
CONCLUSION: No one can be saved apart from the ministry of the 
Triune God on his behalf. 
 
He cannot be saved apart from repentance towards God (the Father) 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
YET 
— He cannot repent (change of mind) towards the Father apart from 
the convicting work of the Holy Spirit. This is to realize he is a sinner. 
NOR 
— Can he be drawn to saving faith in Jesus Christ apart from the 
Father’s permission when he repents toward God, nor apart from the 
illuminating work of the Holy Spirit to understand the Gospel. 
AND 
— He cannot be reconciled to the Father apart from the mediatorial 
work of Jesus Christ. 
 

Salvation is of the LORD. It is by God’s free grace 
through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ alone. 

 


