
 
 

Essential ELA Skills for the Scholar 
Entering Eighth Grade 

Below is a list of reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills that are most essential for scholars to have fully mastered before starting ELA 8.  
Please practice these skills with your scholar from now and throughout the summer to ensure he’s ready to rock 8th grade ELA! 

 
Most Important Skill – You can read for 45 minutes straight with almost no breaks. 
Skill #1 – You automatically use pre-reading strategies when you first look at a text: 

• You determine the genre of the text. 
• You make predictions about what may happen in the text or what you’ll learn. 
• You develop initial questions about the topic, plot, or character.  

Skill #2 – As you read, you can easily determine the GIST (ASK: Who did what and why?) 
 G= The gist is GENERAL; There’s no need for details yet. 

I  = The gist gives a central IDEA; Stick to the main idea for now. 
S = You gist is a SUMMARY; Sum it up in one or two sentences. 
T = The gist is only based on what’s in the TEXT; Look at the title and the first sentence or paragraph for the initial gist. 

Skill #3 – You can Close Read and Annotate.  
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Skill #4 –You can combine information you already know and evidence from a piece of reading to make inferences or explain what you think 
might happen next. 
Examples of inferences: 

• I can tell that Harry Potter is stubborn because… 
• If you read between the lines, it’s clear that the author thinks President Trump’s decisions are hurting the environment 

because… 
•  

Skill #5 – You can identify the theme of the story or poem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skill #6: You can identify the central idea of a text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Skill #7 – You can use information from a text to explain your answer or support your opinion. 
Examples: 

• I think that Harry Potter is wrong about Snape because in Chapter 9…. 
• I know that scientists around the world are working on climate research because in the article, it mentions… 

 
Skill #8 – You can determine the point of view of a text and compare the effect of different points of view in different texts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Skill #9 – You can analyze characters in texts. 
Characterization: 

● The way a character is portrayed/described by the author 
● How the author reveals the personality and motives of the character 

 
2 Types 

● Direct Characterization → the author tells you→ author makes direct statements about the character 
 

● Indirect Characterization→ the author shows you → author reveals who the character is → the reader has  to infer (draw conclusions 
about the character) 

●  
For identifying indirect characterization use STEAL 

 
 

 
 
Skill #10 – You can use the surrounding sentences to help figure out what an unfamiliar word means. 
 
Skill #11 – You can find strong, relevant evidence from texts to prove you point in writing or speech.  This includes: 

• Citing the evidence (saying where exactly the evidence came from) 
• Either quoting it directly or paraphrasing it  
• Explaining the meaning of the evidence and how it proves their point 



Example: In “Still I Rise,” you can tell the narrator is self-confident because she says in stanza 5: “I laugh like I've got gold mines / Diggin’ in my 
own backyard.” Her laugh signals that she knows she has a strong and rich spirit, and she doesn’t need to worry about what others think. 
 
Skill #12 – You can write a professional e-mail, including: 

• A short subject to capture the main point of your email 
• A professional greeting, such as: 

o Dear Mr. Morgan, 
o Good Morning Ms. Jones, 

• An opening greeting sentence, such as: 
o I hope you are doing well. 
o I hope you’re having a good day. 
o I hope you and your family are safe during this time. 
o Happy Monday! 

• Complete sentences clearly and politely explaining their point, question, etc. 
• A closing sentence thanking the person for their time or help, such as: 

o Thank you for reading my email. 
o I appreciate any help you can offer. 
o Thank you so much for considering my request. 
o Thank you for your time. 

• A professional closing, such as: 
o Sincerely,  

Jordan Pierre 
o Be Well, 

Neo Fleurimond 
o With Gratitude, 

Tarif Rose 
 
 
Skill #13 – You can use Accountable Talk Stems to have at least a 15-minute discussion about a topic or text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Skill #14 – You can determine the author’s purpose for writing a certain text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Link to Anchor Charts: https://www.madison-schools.com/cms/lib9/MS01001041/Centricity/Domain/3351/ReadingStrategiesMiniAnchorCharts-
2.pdf 
 


