
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

May OnPoint 

Meeting: May 23rd @ 7:30p 
Sosa Community Center 1414 Wirt Rd Houston, TX 77055 

Save the Dates and Updates… 

 The club says goodbye to one of our former members, Chuck Cline.  He passed away on 
4/26/19 due to post-operative complications while still in the hospital. Chuck ran in field 
trials.  His dogs were Ginger, Bandit & Oakie & he ran Jeanine Wright’s dog Logan. He was 
very active trialing until he had a stroke & he did not recover enough to return to field 
trialing. He left behind 2 sons, grandchildren & many friends.  Picture below is of Chuck 
releasing Teddy at the start line.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 
Dorothy and Scout 

Hard Work Pays Off… 



 
  

The program for May will be breaking your dog, i.e.: steady to wing & shot led by Gene Moseley. It 
will start at 7:15pm.   
 
Thanks to Gene for the April program, was very educational & entertaining. Was enjoyed by all 
present & he had "demo dogs", that were about 2" high.  

 
****************************************************** 
If you want to help on the hunt test, contact Bryan Baldwin at baldwin15@sbcglobal.net or 
281.684.3925.  
 
****************************************************** 
Budgets are due at the June meeting.  All committee chairs need to have budgets ready for vote by 
membership, including library, newsletter, web page, desnaking, banquet & so on.  
 
******************************************************************** 
Constitute & By Law change; From Article III, section 1, Club meetings -Change the number of 
members present at a meeting for a quorum from 8 to 6. 
(Quorum for such meetings shall be eight (8) members in good standing.) 
(The Constitution and By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present and 
voting only at the annual meeting, provided the proposed amendments have been included in the 
notice of the meeting.) 
This proposed change will be printed again in the June newsletters. Until the bylaw is voted on for 
the change at the June meeting, it still requires 8 members to make a quorum. 
 
******************************************************************** 
Training days at West point have been set up for members. They are 5/18, 6/1, 6/15, 7/6, 7/20, 8/3, 
8/17, 9/7, 9/21.  Will need team leaders for these days to open gates, close gates, make sure all trash 
is picked up, arrange braces., get birds.   In other words, be the organizer. Contact Gene Moseley 
(txrockincm@sbcglobal.net) to volunteer. Gene may not be available all the time so in order to use 
the property, it is important to have alternate organizers.   
 
******************************************************************** 
Current slate of officers for 2019-2020 is president-Jeanine Wright, 1st VP-Nancy Ward, 2nd VP 
James Messer, secry-Jennifer Posso, Treas-Sherrie Moseley, BOD Gene Moseley & Kirk 
Bomer.   Nominations can be made from the floor at the May meeting.  
 
******************************************************************** 
Will need helpers for the July show, July 17 at NRG, obedience & rally stewards, show ring 
stewards.  Experience not needed as there will be people that will help you.  Contact Nancy Ward 
(newpointgsp@peoplepc.com) if you are willing.  Will get to see some good working GSP's in 
obedience rings & some beauties in the show ring w/the best seats in the house.  
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Remember to turn in your wins & titles from events for 2019.  
Field & hunt test to Ellis McKanna at ejfrmckanna@dishmail.net 
Show, obedience, rally, tracking, agility, dual dog to Jeanine Wright at gspfriend2@yahoo.com 
New titles to Carolyn Ramsay at mimiof3grands@gmail.com. 
Any questions on how this works or a copy of the award guidelines, contact Jeanine Wright.  

 
****************************************************** 
Banquet was a lot of fun celebrating our hard-working Club members & their GSP's for all the titles 
earned in 2018. Congratulations to all & to David O'Brien for the sportsmanship award. He was very 
surprised. Thanks to Sarah & Sherrie for all your hard work & great door prizes.    A couple of photos 
below! 
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By Denise Maher, Scottish Collie Resource Page from FB post.  
 
BENADRYL FOR SNAKE BITES 

Today I stopped in the vet to pick up an item and we started to discuss the nice weather and hiking. The tech 
mentioned to make sure to have liquid Benadryl on hand for snake bites. I had never heard of that before, so I 
looked it up and found this article written by a veterinarian on the United Waterfowlers Forum.  

"First, let me say that I have been a vet for 23 years in N Florida. We treat probably an average of 15 snake bites 
a year. that would translate to over 300 snake bite cases I have treated, or been involved in. So, my opinions are 
not based on what happened to one dog, or my neighbor's dog or even the 2 dogs that have been bitten that I 
personally owned. So not only have I treated a lot, but since I do treat so many,  I stay current with current 
treatment options and what works best (based on data, not stories). 

So, here goes with some absolutes about snakes. The things that follow are facts that I have either observed or 
read or both.  
-There is no magic time for how long until treatment. get them there as soon as you safely can. I have saved 
dogs that were bitten 24 hours prior and had patients die that I saw within 30 minutes. The exception is if there is 
a bite to the tongue or inside of mouth that may cause breathing issues. I have never seen a bite to the nose 
cause life threatening breathing issues. 

-you do not need to make any effort whatsoever to "get the snake" to take it to the vet. If it is poisonous and 
causes swelling, we know what to do. The only other poisonous snake in FL is the coral and it does not cause 
swelling. Unless it is some released species and we will not have antivenin anyways. 

-antivenin (antivenom) is NOT an antidote (meaning it cures). I rarely give it anymore. There are situations where 
I think it is best to give it. but I have found very little prediction of survival based on antivenin administration. 
There are some cases that are so bad, you had better use everything you have (bites to the trunk (body) of small 
dogs or cats). 

-Benadryl (Diphenhydramine) is NEVER wrong to give and almost always, if not always, will help the patient. 
The liquid is nearly as fast as an injection. 1mg per pound of body weight. 

-treatment by a veterinarian will ALWAYS result in less disease for the patient, in spite of what eorlando says. 
Absolutely, many patients will survive without veterinary treatment. But snake venom is a huge protein and  huge 
proteins are deposited on the basement membrane of the kidneys when filtered. This leads to immune related 
injury to the kidneys from snake bites that may not be clinically relevant, but could lead to permanent kidney 
damage that could affect them later in life. Intravenous fluids reduces this risk as well as keeps the patient well 
hydrated to get rid of the venom and reduce the toxins built up from necrotic (dead) tissue resulting from snake 
bites. Simply put, if you want to increase the dog’s chances of survival and less long-term disease, take them to 
the vet. If the dog is not worth that much to you, then take your chances, plenty of dogs survive with no 
treatment. But that means nothing for what will happen with YOUR dog (there are so many factors  to consider) 

-Moccasins are the least toxic, copperheads next (we have tons of them around here) and rattlesnakes are the 
worst. Moccasins may have more tissue toxicity-damage local tissue and, pain-but they are the least toxic of the 
snakes. But they can still kill a dog. 

-a lot of factors play a role in the odds for the dog: 
*Location of bite-nose, face, head, legs, trunk of body (best to worst) 
*time of year-fall snakes have been actively feeding and have less stored venom, spring snakes have more 
likelihood of having stored venom from less recent feeding 



 

*amount of injection - a miss or an oblique bite that does not get full injection  
*species of snake 
*size of snake (more venom = more serious) 
*prior history of bites improves patients odds (more immune response to the venom) 
*vaccination (just don't know enough to know if this helps or not, not sure anyone can yet answer that question 
with anything other than a story) 
*electroshock-worthless or less-may actually harm tissue, no one is really doing this anymore, but I still get 
asked this occasionally 

-anyone, vet or otherwise, can NOT predict which dog will live and which will survive by looking at them, or even 
by running tests. there are just so many variables. I can often tell someone that the odds are bad or that the 
odds are good, but sometimes I am wrong. I still get surprised. If you have a 99% chance of survival -that means 
1 in 100 die of the disease. good odds unless you are the 1. 

My opinions are that antivenom is overused (easier to defend yourself in court-I gave the dog antivenin, so I did 
everything-but it is expensive and we probably grossly underdose it-a 12 year old human near me treated by 
people vets (:laughing6) was given 110 vials -at around $3000 per vial in humans-in dogs it is between 700-1000 
each and we typically give one-they probably need many many more-I am NOT saying don't give it, I am just 
saying it should be decided on a case by case basis). IV fluids are the single most important factor that we can 
control in helping a snake bite victim recover with the minimal amount of disease, with Benadryl being second. 
Some patients are going to die, no matter if they were in a veterinary University Teaching Hospital at the time of 
the bite and there is NOTHING that could have been done to save them. I have had patients die with 30 minutes 
of the bite (one was a Jack Russel bit in the side of the chest, the other was an American Bulldog bit between 5 -
10 times all over the body). 

If you ask me, "What can I do to make the odds the best in my dog's favor that it will not die from a snake bite?", 
I would say; 

a) Get your dog Snake proofed (or better yet, Snake Trained)-a defanged snake is released and the dog is taken 
near them and an Ecollar is used to make them want to stay the H away from snakes. It needs to be done more 
than once to make sure the dog is a believer. there are plenty of folks around the state that do this, and it is 
relatively inexpensive and is well worth the effort. Should probably be repeated yearly to every other year.  

b)keep Benadryl in your dog first aid kit-Children's Liquid, generic is fine. Give them 1 tsp for every 12.5 pounds 
of body weight if they are bitten. 

c)get your dog to a vet if they are bitten as soon as reasonably possible-do not be overdramatic and get in a car 
accident to get there, but do not stop at the dry cleaners on the way either. Proceed with due haste."  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Send you and your dog’s 
successes as they 
happen!  Pictures and 
stories are always 
welcomed.  Two options 
for submission are 
available—email or mail.  

Send Successes! 
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We’re on the Web!  

See us at: 

Gulfcoastgspclub.com 

VANESSA CARMEAN 
1809 KEENE ST  

HOUSTON, TX 77009 

GULF COAST GSP CLUB 
 

  

Newsletter will be sent out 
on the 15th of every 
month.  Deadline for your 
story and picture to be 
included will be the 5th of 
the month.  Don’t worry if 
you miss the deadline! 

Your story will be first in 

line for the next month! 

-Vanessa Carmean 

vcarmean@wm.com 

281-773-4550 
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