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Reversing Course, Cuomo Approves Imminent
Vaccine Access for Food Delivery and
Restaurant Workers
Governor acts a day after telling THE CITY that food personnel would have to wait longer for
their shot at a shot, as the return of indoor dining approaches. Now de Blasio must decide whether
deliveristas and coworkers can join the priority line.
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A delivery worker rides by a shuttered business in Brooklyn, Jan. 14, 2021. | Ben Fractenberg/THE CITY
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Restaurant workers will soon be eligible for much-sought COVID-19 vaccines,
Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced Tuesday — a day after saying expanding the
pool wasn’t feasible in response to a question from THE CITY.
Among the restaurant industry personnel who will be able to make vaccination
appointments: food delivery workers, including those who work for apps such as
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DoorDash, THE CITY has learned.
Sergio Ajche, a delivery worker in Manhattan and a member of Los Deliveristas
Unidos, welcomed the new directive.
I N C A S E YO U M I S S E D I T

“It really makes me feel good for our work to finally be recognized as essential.
Little by little, people are waking up to all the hard work that we do,” Ajche told
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At a press briefing in Manhattan, Cuomo said local governments now have the
option to add restaurant workers — along with taxi drivers and developmentally
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disabled individuals living in facilities — to the current categories of New
Yorkers eligible for vaccines.
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They will be joining health care workers, first responders, teachers, grocery
clerks and other essential workers, as well as New Yorkers age 65 and older.
“I’m leaving it up to the local governments to make a determination of what fits
their situation best,” Cuomo said.
The de Blasio administration is looking at whether to add restaurant workers to
the city vaccination eligibility list.

More Doses on Tap
The governor’s move follows his announcement late last week that currently
shuttered indoor dining will resume in New York City on Feb. 14, at 25%
capacity.
It also reverses his position from Monday, when in response to a question from
THE CITY he refused to commit to adding restaurant workers to the vaccination
priority list.
“Tell me, who do you want to remove from eligibility? You want to add
someone? We already don’t have enough? Who do you want to remove —
teachers, police, fire, the 65-plus?” Cuomo said.
He added: “It’s a cheap, insincere discussion. Yes, I would like to see restaurant
workers eligible, makes total sense. But what does eligibility mean when you
don’t have the supply necessary?”
On Tuesday, Cuomo noted that a new increase in New York’s expected supply of
doses from the federal government made it possible to include restaurant
workers. “There is more flexibility in the system,” he said.
Delivery workers will also be covered under the umbrella of restaurant workers,
said Cuomo advisor Rich Azzopardi.
Delivery workers whose runs are fueled by app-based services straddle gray
territory when it comes to employment. They are neither restaurant employees
nor employees of tech companies — like DoorDash or Seamless. Instead, the
deliveristas are considered independent contractors.
Ajche, 37, and fellow delivery worker
Williams Sian, 28, didn’t hesitate about
whether they’ll get the COVID-19
vaccine once appointments become
available.
“Yes, absolutely. Anything that prevents
the spread not just among us
deliveristas but to the general
population, since we interact with so
many people every day,” said Sian.
New York City’s restaurant industry is
home to a large share of immigrants,
like Ajche and Sian. In the Queens
neighborhoods of Elmhurst and South
Corona — the early epicenter of the

Delivery cyclist Williams Sian. | Hiram

pandemic — immigrants made up 90%

Alejandro Durán/THE CITY

of the restaurant workforce.
While making up 27% of the city’s workforce overall, Hispanics comprise 44% of
the restaurant industry in the five boroughs, according to a fall report from state
Comptroller Tom DiNapoli.
Hispanic New Yorkers continue to be pummeled by the coronavirus pandemic,
accounting for the city’s largest share of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and
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deaths.
Cuomo’s vaccine expansion comes just days after City Hall released
demographic data showing vast racial disparities among who is getting the shot.
Despite Black and Hispanic New Yorkers dying of COVID-19 twice as often as
white New Yorkers, they trail when it comes to getting vaccinated.
Of the roughly 300,000 New York City residents who received at least one
vaccine dose and whose race was recorded, 48% are white, 15% are Asian, 15%
are Latino and 11% are Black, according to city health data. Black and Latino
New Yorkers make up 29% and 24% of the population of the five boroughs.

Mayor Reviewing
The New York Hospitality Alliance, which represents the industry, has been
pleading with state and local officials for a lifeline to help the ailing dining
industry.
Andrew Rigie, the executive director, lauded the addition of restaurant workers
to the eligibility list. He said his organization “is ready and willing to support
vaccine education and outreach to the restaurant community immediately upon
its availability to these essential workers.”
Earlier Tuesday, Mayor Bill de Blasio said the state should “absolutely” include
restaurant workers on the vaccine eligibility list given the Cuomo
administration’s decision to re-open indoor dining in the city. Restaurants in
New York outside the five boroughs have been open with a 50% limit on capacity
since the summer.
“The restaurant workers now are going to be in enclosed places with people
eating and drinking. And every doctor on this line or any place else will say,
that’s an area of concern. We have to protect the people working in our
restaurants. So now that the state has made this decision, it follows that we have
to protect those workers,” the mayor said.
City Hall is reviewing whether to take the governor up on his offer to expand the
eligibility list.
“We’re glad that the discussion around expanding eligibility for more New
Yorkers continues to move forward. We need as many New Yorkers to be
vaccinated as quickly as possible and the City is looking at these new
allowances,” Bill Neidhardt, a de Blasio spokesperson, said in an email.

Hundreds of delivery cyclists packed into City Hall Park to call for job protections, Oct. 15,
2020. | Ben Fractenberg/THE CITY

Ligia Guallpa, executive director of the Workers Justice Project, a Brooklynbased immigrant day laborer advocacy group that has organized deliveristas,
said the organization looks forward to partnering with City Hall.

“This is a victory that was won in the streets by app-based food delivery workers
who are rising up to defend their rights and demand essential protections,” she
said in a statement.
She added: “Food delivery workers...serve a crucial, irreplaceable role in the
city’s recovery — without them, no one eats and the restaurant industry falls
apart.”
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NYC’s Small Landlords of Color Among Those
Battling for Survival Amid Rent Moratorium
The city could see a repeat of the subprime mortgage crisis of
2008, when a disproportionate share of Black and Hispanic
homeowners lost their properties, small building owners and
their advocates warn.
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After Years in Limbo, NYC Immigrants See
Hope in Biden Plan to Help Make Temporary
Stays Permanent
Roughly 25,000 immigrant New Yorkers with temporary
protected status could secure a pathway to citizenship under a
new immigration plan proposed by the new administration.
One local lawmaker urges quick action.
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What You Need to Know About the Borough
President Races

They are like mini-mayors (with a lot less power) who serve as
cheerleaders for their borough and arbiters of certain
community services. Here we explain exactly what the office is
about and why you should pay attention to the race in your
borough.
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NYC Ferry Gets New $64 Million Boost From
de Blasio-Controlled Board
Despite a pandemic ridership plummet and city budget woes,
boats remain on course for route expansions to Staten Island,
Manhattan’s west side and Coney Island — with a torrent of
additional funding from the NYC Economic Development
Corporation.
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MTA’s Pandemic Federal Wish List Seeks $8B
for Subway Elevators, Escalators and More
An outline of upgrades tacked onto a public hearing notice
includes $770 million for station accessibility boosts.
Meanwhile, officials hope that Pete Buttigieg will push along
congestion pricing to help foot the bill.
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Video Game-Themed Writing Workshops
Draw Homeless Teens Together in a Time of
Isolation
Study player one: Bronx shelters team up with industry pros to
launch pandemic after-school program offering a precious
chance for mentorship.
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