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Hello police,

“

I see
Black
people . . .

The use of racial
slurs has become
a major issue at
MAST."
Tiana Headley

Fighting
to beat the
dunce cap
New affirmative action
guidelines lessen odds

WAVE OF WHITES CALLING COPS ON
BLACKS HAS HISTORIC ROOTS

NYAMEKYE DANIEL
ndaniel@miamitimesonline.com
Black students have a higher hill to
climb when it comes to getting an education. They face overt racism, ridicule
and an uneven-admissions playing field.
And when the Departments of Education and Justice said recently they
were abandoning Obama-era affirmative
action guidelines, that hill became a
mountain.
The departments on July 3 said race
no longer will be considered as a factor
in diversity on campuses.
Educators, students and civil rights
activists say decades after desegregation, there are far too many hurdles in
the way of quality education for Black
students. Now, that the Trump administration has moved against any use of
race as a measurement of diversity in
education, some say the door to opportunities may be narrowing.
The term affirmative action was
coined by President John F. Kennedy in
1961 as a commitment to ensure equality
in hiring and employment by government contractors. The anti-discriminative measure covered applicants of all
races, religions and national origins. It
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egregation and Jim Crow laws in America
dictated in which neighborhoods Blacks could
walk, where they could sit on the bus and at
which water fountain they could drink. Being in

the wrong place could cost a Black person their life.
If a Black man was seen walking or standing around in an
affluent, lily-white neighborhood, it was assumed that he
could only be up to no good. The police were immediately
called.
Today, the lines of segregation are not as well-defined,
but the time-honored tradition of calling the police on Black
people seems to be on the rise – or is it? One historian said
sounding an alarm when Black people look out of place is par
for the course. And the head of the local NAACP said easy
access to technology has helped exacerbate the problem.

SEE POLICE 8A

SEE ACTION 8A

Community meeting turns into all out melee
Hardemon injured breaking up fight;
others treated for medical issues
K. BARRETT BILALI
Miami Times Contributor

INSIDE

It was supposed to be a simple community meeting.
But by the end, one attendee was suffering from breathing problems, and another
was wheeled off by ambulance to the hospital, according to a Miami-Dade Police
report.
And state Rep. Roy Hardemon was left injured, after
trying to break up the melee,
he said.
In November, Hardemon,
a freshman state representative, will face two contenders

for his seat, Dottie Joseph and
Joseph Beauvil, both having
Haitian roots. He opened his
re-election campaign headquarters Monday at 6130 NW
Seventh Ave.
The monthly meeting of
the advisory board for Model City held at Gwen Cherry
Park last month turned ugly
when one of the members,
Renita Holmes, refused to
stop speaking.
“We tried to get her under
control,” said Hardemon,
who heads District 108. “But
she gets angrier when you try
to stop her.”
Hardemon said he was

Roy Hardemon

Renita Holmes

forced to restrain Holmes
June 27 after she began
throwing chairs and screaming at Sarah Alvin, who is a
dialysis patient.
“Ms. Alvin had just got
out of the hospital the week
before,” said Hardemon, ex-

plaining that the confrontation
with
Holmes left
Alvin complaining of
shortness of
breath.
Alvin
is
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also known as Sara Alvin
Smith, who as president, was
instrumental in getting the
resident council at Liberty
Square to first back Atlantic
Pacific Communities then to
switch to Related Urban Development Group, the ultimate developers of the Liberty Square Rising $307 million
rehab. Alvin was targeted for
eviction last March after public housing officials said police notified them of drug-related activity at her home.
Hardemon reported he was
choked and scratched on his
chest and neck, by Holmes,
who had to be restrained
by two police officers at the
scene. At one point, her pants
fell down, and she accused

Antonio Brown:

Fighting for his place has
been a lifelong pursuit
10B

the police of intentionally
pulling down her pants, said
Hardemon.
The police report said
Holmes suffers from a heart
condition and that she was
treated and then taken by ambulance to the University of
Miami Hospital “for further
treatment.”
“She refused to get out of
the ambulance,” said Hardemon. “She didn’t want to go
to jail, cause she knew she
scratched me all up.” Hardemon did not press charges
against Holmes.
Reached at home Tuesday,
Alvin said she had hired a
lawyer and had a restraining
order issued. She said her

SEE FIGHT 7A
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