
20 Days of 

Prayer
Along the 

Silk Road



History

TheSilkRoadwas an ancientnetwork of trade routes that connectedthe Eastto the West. It was central to cultural interaction

betweenthe regionsof the world for manycenturies.

TheSilkRoadderivesits namefrom the lucrative trade in silk carriedout alongits length, beginningin Chang'anduring the Han

dynasty(207 BCEς220 CE). Tradealongthe Roadplayeda significantrole in the developmentof the civilizationsof China,Korea,

Japan,India, Iran, Afghanistan,Europe,Africa and Arabia,opening long-distancepolitical and economicrelations between the

civilizations. Thoughsilk was the major trade item exported from China,many other goodswere traded, as well as religions,

syncreticphilosophies,sciences,andtechnologies. Diseases,mostnotablythe plague,alsospreadalongthe SilkRoad. In addition to

economictrade,the SilkRoadwasa route for cultural tradeamongthe civilizationsalongits network.

Tradersin ancient history included the Bactrians,Sogdians,Syrians,Jews,Arabs,Iranians,Turkmens,Chinese,Malays, Indians,

Somalis,Greeks,Romans,Georgians,Armenians,andAzerbaijanis.



Day 1 Istanbul - Turks

Prayer Points 

× Pray that churches and missions organizations will accept the challenge of 
adopting and reaching the Turks. 

× Ask God to give the Turkish believers boldness to share the Gospel with their own 
people. 

× Pray that God will grant wisdom and favor to missions agencies focusing on the 
Turks. 

× Ask the Lord to save key leaders among the Turks who will boldly declare the 
Gospel. 

× Pray that many Turks living abroad will be reached with the Gospel and will take it 
back to Turkey. 

× Pray that Turkey will avoid both ethnic strife (especially with the Kurds) and 
resurgent Muslim fundamentalism.

Istanbul is one of the world's most populous cities and 
ranks as the world's 5th-largest city proper and the 
largest European city. Istanbul is viewed as a bridge 
between the East and West. Istanbul's strategic position 
on the historic Silk Road, rail networks to Europe and the 
Middle East, and the only sea route between the Black 
Sea and the Mediterranean have produced a 
cosmopolitan populace. 

Turkey is considered to be a "link" between the Orient 
(Chinese and Mongols) and the Occidental (Anglo-
Saxons, Slavs, Goths, and Latins). The Turks, therefore, 
have a knowledge and mixture of both Eastern and 
Western cultures. The primary religion practiced by the 
Turks is Sunni Islam, the largest branch of Islam. Sunni 
Muslims follow the teachings of the Qur'an and consider 
the first four caliphs to be the rightful successors of 
Muhammad. However, they also have many ethnic 
beliefs and superstitions as well. 



Day 2 Feodosia ςCrimean Tatars

Prayer Points

× Ask the Lord to call full-time Christian workers who are willing to 
go to Crimea and share Christ with the Tatars. 

× Ask God to strengthen, encourage, and protect the small number 
of Crimean Tatar Christians. 

× Ask the Holy Spirit to soften their hearts toward Christians, so 
that they will be receptive to the gospel. 

× Ask the Lord to raise up a strong church among Crimean Tatars.
× tǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ /ǊƛƳŜŀƴ ¢ŀǘŀǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴ 

and Savior of the world. 
× Pray for the distribution of the recently completed Crimean Tatar 

Bible. 

Feodosia was founded by Greek colonists in the 6th century BC. Like the rest 
of Crimea, Feodosia fell under the domination of the Kipchaks and was 
conquered by the Mongols in the 1230s. In the late 13th century, traders from 
the Republic of Genoa arrived and purchased the city from the ruling Golden 
Horde. They established a flourishing trading settlement called Kaffa, which 
virtually monopolized trade in the Black Sea region and served as a major port 
and administrative center for the Genoese settlements around the Sea. 

The Crimean Tatars are descendants of Pontic Greeks, Armenians, Scythians, 
Ostrogoths, Kipchaks and Cumans. Their history has been both complex and 
turbulent. For many years they have endured hardship, oppression, and 
injustice. The Crimean Tatars are Sunni Muslims who belong to the Hanafite
branch. However, they have no version of the Qu'ranin their language. The 
Muslim faith includes observing Ramadan, a month of ritual fasting.



Batumi is the capital city of Adjara, an autonomous republic in southwest 
Georgia, located on the eastern coast of the Black Sea. The history of Batumi is 
inextricably bound with that of Adjara. At the turn of the 20th century, Batumi 
was linked to the oil fields of Baku by one of the earliest pipelines and a railway, 
and it became one of the most important ports in the world. With the re-
establishment of Georgia's independence an accelerated re-Christianization of 
Adjara began, especially among the young. Today, much of Batumi's economy 
revolves around tourism and gambling, but the city is also an important sea port 
and includes industries like shipbuilding, food processing and light 
manufacturing. 

Adjariansare like Georgians in almost every respect, except for their extensive 
history with Islam. The ancestors of the Adjarianswere once Christian. However, 
in the seventeenth century the Turkish Ottoman Empire conquered Adjara and 
many people converted to Islam. Adjara remained under Turkish rule until 1878, 
when it was seized by the Russian Empire. By that time Adjarianshad been 
aǳǎƭƛƳ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ 
appears to have shifted significantly, with many young Adjariansin particular 
ǎǳŎŎǳƳōƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ŀ ΨǘǊǳŜΩ DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘǳǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ол҈ ƻŦ !ŘƧŀǊŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ 
Muslim, mainly in the KhuloŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ bƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
region remains strong, in part through funding provided by Ankara for local 
mosques and for young Adjariansto study at Turkish universities.

Day 3 Batumi - Adjarians

Prayer Points

× Pray that Ajarianswill hear the message of Christ and then 
testify about Christ among their people.

× Pray that the forces of darkness will be defeated and the 
Adjarianswill follow Christ.

× Pray for the Holy Spirit to work among the Adjarians, for them to 
get rid of anything that deprives them of their freedom.

× Pray for Christianity to be honored in their traditions, and the 
Gospel will become attractive to them.

× Pray for whole families to turn to Christ.
× Ask that AdjarianChristians will share the light of the Gospel to 

other people groups who come to Adjara.



Prayer Points

× Pray for the Muslim Ingush people who feel double-harmed by 
both Russians and Ossetians, which are both known as 
majority-Christian nations.

× Pray for more of Christ's ambassadors to practice audacious 
love for Ingush people.

× Pray for the Ingush people to seek and find their Savior. John 
13:34τ"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 
another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples if 
you have love for one another." Presently, of the 415,000 
Ingush, there are approximately 30 known Ingush believers 
living in many scattered places, including a few inside 
Ingushetia.

× Pray for breakthroughs of Jesus' grace in Ingush villages.

In 1784 Russians built a fortress at the location of the Ingush village of Zaurand 
named it Vladikavkaz ("ruler of the Caucasus"). Vladikavkaz is situated on the 
traditional route used by invaders and traders throughout the ages. A major 
route through the Caucasus from Georgia to Russia linking Rostov-on-Don and 
Tbilisi. Ingush land then came under Russian rule, but during World War II the 
Ingush were falsely accused of collaborating with the Nazis and the entire 
population was deported to Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. They were rehabilitated 
in the 1950s, after the death of Joseph Stalin, and allowed to return home in 
1957, though by that time western Ingush lands had been ceded to North 
Ossetia. Soviet authorities attempted to prevent Ingush from returning to their 
territory in Prigorodnydistrict; however, Ingush families managed to move in, 
purchase houses back from the Ossetians and resettled the district in greater 
numbers. Ethnic tensions in PrigorodnyDistrict orchestrated by Ossetian 
nationalists, led to an outbreak of violence in October-November 1992. Some 
stability and relative calm has returned to the area.

The Ingush refer to themselves as Ghalghai(from Ingush: Ghala("fortress" or 
"town") and ghai("inhabitants" or "citizens"). The Ingush speak the Ingush 
language, which has a very high degree of mutual intelligibility with neighboring 
Chechen. They are predominantly Shafi'iMadhhab of Sunni Islam with a Sufi 
minority. The gospel of Luke was translated in 2012. There is no church among 
the Ingush people.

Day 4 Vladikavkaz - Ingush


